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SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS ; 


ANATOMICAL COURSE or LECTURES, 


At St. Bartholomew's Hospital,* 


Mr. Anennerny began his Lecture by 
describing the bones of the face ; and, in the 
course of his disquisitions on the nasal pro- 
cess of the superior maxillary bone, he 
said, In the inside of this process I perceive 
agroove, which is for the lachrymal bag, and 
continues downward forming a sort of canal ; 
not a complete canal, indeed, but pretty 
much of a complete canal. It goes down 
the bone, and is called the ductus nasalis. It 
is the canal for the tears to run into the 
nose. And it is of great importance that 
you should understand this ; because, if you 
are to lay open the 1 bag for the 

rpose of clearing away any obstruction in 
it, and if you are to aa force to it, it is of 
the utmost importance that you should use 
that force in a right direction ; for, if you 


* It is the practice of Mr. Abernethy to 
lecture on certain parts of anatomy in alter- 
nate courses, and having provided ourselves 
with the matter delivered by him in his last 
course, we shall also give such parts as may 
be delivered by him in the present course, 
and thus make the subject complete. Mr. 
Abernethy frequently apologised for the ap- 

t imperfections of his surgical lectures, 
y saying, that he was in the habit of treat- 
ing of many surgical subjects in his anatomical 
lectures. By the arrangement we have now 
made, we shall not only render his lectures 
on surgery complete, but, at the same time, 
shall be enabled to publish a complete series 
of his physiological and ical opi- 
nions. 


Vou. XI. 


used it in a wrong direction, you would be 
ing against the bone. But, luckily, the 
uctas nasi runs nearly perpendicularly ; 
not exactly so, but nearly perpendicularly, 
having a slight inclination backwards. 

cess, a sort of ridge ; a ridge across whi 
the inferior os spongiosum is extended. It is 
a bone as light as possible, convex on that 
side next the lamella, and concave on the 
other side. I don’t know that we have any 
right to consider it a separate bone ; I may 
sey, it is soldered to this ridge ; and, there- 
fore, the ductus nasi terminates below the 
inferior os spongiosum. Now I may tell 
you, with a view to impress this anatomical 
fact on your memories, that on the continent, 
they don’t adopt the same mode of clearing 
away the obstruction that we do ; they clear 
it away by putting an instrument into the 
nose, and turning it up into the ductus nasi.* 
If you go into an hospital abroad, you will see 
many instruments lying, which are used for 
that purpose. To me it seems a bad mode 
of treatment, for it requires at talent, 
and a great deal of knack ingenuity, 
safely to introduce the instrument. And 
where you are obliged to use a great deal of 
force, it is very likely that you may use it in 
a wrong place. 

The Lecturer proceeded until he had 
described the antrum, which he thought 
had better be called the superior mazrillare 
sinus, though the old technical term was 
antrum mazillare. He then said, The dis- 
ease in the antrum is a very, very important 
subjectindeed. And I always take occasion 
to mention diseases, where I think they will 
impress anatomical facts on your memories, 
| where the importance of those facts 
may be shown. The disease of the antrum, 
then, I say, makes a great subject in sur- 
gery. A man may have a kind of chronic 
inflammation in the cavities of his antruam— 
a kind of morbid secretion of stuff in his 
antrum. It might have originated from the 


* This might have happened when Mr. 
Abernethy was on the Continent, or in the 
time of Le Dran, but no such practice is 


resorted to at present.—Ep. 
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tooth-ache affecting the lining of the an- 
trum ; and a very pretty predicament he is 
then in. Egad, when he is in bed, on turn- 
ing round, a quantity of stuff will come into 
his nose, most di g to himself, and 
most horribly disagreeable to his bed-fellow, 
if he hasone. (Much laughter.) An aching 
pain in the cheek, and a dreadful discharg- 
ing of matter, will torment a man in that 
way for and years. What is to be 
done? Draw one of his teeth, to be sure ; 
and, from the socket, penetrate into the an- 
trum. But which tooth are you to drew! 
is the questior. There is an important 
question. It luckily so happens, that all the 
grinding teeth of the jaw are below the 
— of the antrum. ere are two sinall 
grinders, three la ones, and all those 
grinding teeth are situated below the cavity 
of the antrum, and if you put the probe 
through the socket of the first grinder, it 
goes into the cavity of the antrua. Turn- 
phe head far back, and putting your in- 

ent in, where does it go? Why, into 
the cavity of the antrum. And, luckily for 
the benefit of memory, it happens that all 
the sockets of the grinding tenth ore laced 
below the el, of the antrum. Which 
tooth, then, should I draw? Why, I would 


rather draw a rotten one than a sound one. 
You may draw which you please. Then put- 
ting a gimblet up into the socket, you pierce 
the cavity of the antrum a pet in a piece of 


hougie, and having pie the socket, it 


then lies snug between the teeth in the | end 


jaw. What is the patient to do? Why, 
when he washes out the antrum, he has aly 
to pull out the bougie, clear away all the 
matter, and there is a subsidence of the dis- 
ease. And many, many persons have I seen 
relieved from a state of great discomfort 
pa operation of this sort. But this is a 


A morbid state of the membrane may 
be induced, and it may throw forth a 
fungus; that fungus growing, fills the whole 
cavity of the antrum, sprouting forth in all 
directions till the bone becomes absorbed, 
till that bone which forms the strong part of 
the cheek becomes soft, the orbitar plate be- 
comes soft; until the fungus will make its 
way into the socket of the eye, shove the 
very eye out of its socket, and until the fun- 
gus itself will actually shoot out of the 
mouth, get into the nostrils, and fill up the 
nostrils, and what then? Why, just see a 
man in the dreadful state of having his eye 
turned out of its socket, and the fungus shoot- 
ing out of his mouth, and growing up into his 
nostrils ; and you say, this is horrible—i'll 
have nothing todo with it. And, in many 
cases, you would be right. You had better 
have nothing to do with it. But though 
many of these cases are the results of morbid 
actions which nothing can cure, if you neg- 


lect to do any thing at all times, in the in- 
terim you would neglect to serve many 
persons who might be most materially com- 
forted. What should be done, then? Why, 
when you see the growing there, it 
is your duty to take it out of the mouth. 
Trefine the bottom of the antrum ; put your 
finger into it, and scoop it out. A most 
bloody scene itis! A most desperate hx- 
morrhage ensues! I have seen a quart of 
blood lost when this was performing. But 
this does not frighten a who un- 
derstands his profession, for he knows it is 
the discharge of blood from a multitude of 
small vessels ; and if he saw the same dis- 
charge from a large one he would be horri- 
bly afraid. He would say, if this was a 
di from one vessel the patient would 
die, but it being from a great many, when 
he becomes faint, they will stop bleeding. 
But you don’t give time to faint; 
scoop it out, put in a bit of sponge—wrench 
it in—tell the patient to bite it, bathe his 
face with cold water, and what becomes of 
him then? There is no more bleeding ; 
after a little time the sponge becomes loose, 
you draw it out, and any thing collected in 
the antrum comes into the mouth, and thus, 
if 1 may 80 say, you prevent the walls of 
the antrum giving way. Now I have seen 
several people made comfortable in this way. 
It is true the fungus may grow again, but 
then you may scoop it out with your finger ; 
you may put your finger into the antram 
it entirely out. Still I am aware 
that all this is of a cancerous natare ; it is 
a morbid action which will go on and ex- 
tend beyond the antrum, even between the 
different sinuses of the head. I have seen 
some osseous matter formed sometimes in 
the different sinuses of the head. I remem- 
ber one case i i 

morbid nature of it, yet showing that 
all the cases were not of that horrible na- 
ture which would prohibit a surgeon from 
interfering with them. I shall relate one 
instance, of a poor man who came into this 
Hospital—a poor fellow who had this mor- 
bid growth im his antrum. He had his 
cheek in a dreadful state, and he ied to 
a quack, who put a large caustic on the tumid 
cheek—a large and sharp caustic. It made 
a slough; the slough came off, and it 
healed, leaving a hole by which a 

could be put into the cavity of his antrum. 
He was relieved so far, but there were mor- 
bid actions set up ; the bone was affected as 
well as the membrane, and the bone gra- 
dually threw forth a fungus. There was a 
little aperture, and that little aperture in- 
cre in cireumference. There was a 
bony substance thrown cut from the aper- 
ture, which, at first, seemed like a little cup 
on his cheek, and it gradually increased un- 


til it became like a basin—like a large break- 
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ON AN AFFECTION OF THE RETINA. er 


fast basin, the bottom of which laid on the 
antram covered over with a thick skin ; 
it had gone to such a degree, that unless 
you sent M. Le Drax to it, there was 
no other surgeon who would undertake it— 
none here, I can tell you ; and, to be sure, 
there are many operations set about which 
don’t seem to me to be vindicable ; you had 
better let the poor creatures die. In look- 
ing at the French reports, I can read of 
taking away the whole of the marillaria su- 
periora bones, and leaving only the hollow 
jaw! Why, to have shot the man with a 
Net would have been much more humane 
than that. To have let him die, as he would 
have done, would have been, what I should 
call, only christianity ; to have done that 
would have been doing to others as 
would be done anto; and much the better 
way, than making a person such an object 
as long as he lived. Well, this poor chap 
used to go to a quack of the name of Doctor 
Bussey, and he bound it up for him from 
time totime. He also often came here, and 
I always told him, if you like to have it 
treated so, be it so, but I would let it alone. 
I would neither endure the pain, for it’s 
altogether unavailing, nor would I throw 
away my money in such a way; but he 
went again and again to this quack, until 
he could bear it no longer. Well, I was 
going to say, that many of these actions ex- 
tend beyond the limits of the antrum ; but 
if you can take away the distressing cause— 
if you can take the fungus out of the mouth, 
you may render very effectual service to 
many people. 
Mr. Asrryetny resumed his lecture un- 
til he had described the situation, Ac., of 
the ossa nasi, two in number, forming an arch 
for the protection of the nasal lamella, which 
supports the ethmoid bone. He then said: 
this arch is a very strong arch indeed, pro- 
tecting the nasal lamella, and how important 
isthis! If it were not so, a man having 
a blow on the nose might have his crista 
galli driven in upon his brain. What's to 
vrevent it? Many a man has his erista galli 
riven in upon his brain, producing cerebral 
inflammation, and the man dies in con- 
sequence; I have seen accidents of that 
kind, Now what's to be done if a man 
gets a blow on his nose, and has his evista 
galli driven in upon the brain? What's to 
be done ? why, you must try to pull it out 
again. You have to raise up the ossa nasi, 
introduce an instrument lined with sponge, 
raise up the depression, and then pull it 
out. But, luckily, this is a very rare acci- 
dent, and don’t believe that every broken 
nose is followed with such frightful con- 
sequences. You see the nose is excessively 
well constructed to elude the effects of 
violence ; the blow lights on the elastic 


it, and the blow may operate on the nose 
without driving in the nasal lamella. "Faith, 
if every one had their crista galla driven in, 
when they have their nasal lamella broken, 
I myself would have had it, because on one 
occasion, when I was riding, my horse's head 
and my own came pretty near together. 
I was riding, and on putting the spur to 
him and Pulling the bridle, he threw up his 
head and struck me with it right upon the 
nose. The blood flowed from it, just like 
as if it had been streaming from an arm 
after you had introduced the lancet. I got 
off ; got into a stable near at hand ; 
my face, and squeezed the bones into their 
proper situation as well as I could. The 
people were certainly very kind, and Sr 
to send for a surgeon to me; but I 
them I would rather they sent for a hackue 
coach (much laughter), which they did, 


I went home in it. I then perceived, for 
the first time in my life, an imperfection 


jin my sight. I could not see more than 


two-thirds of an object. First of all, how- 
ever, 1 should tell you, my vision was in- 
|distinct, but I found it arose from 
jeclipse of the third of every object on the 
‘right hand. I ascertained this partic 

jas I went home, because if I saw 

|a long name as my own, for instance, 
| 4-ber-ne-thy, in a bookseller’s shop window, 
or any such place, I could see A-ber-knee, 
but 1 could not see the thigh at all. (Loud 
laughter.) Well, I looked with one eye, 
then I looked with the other, and I looked 
with both, but still I perceived that the 
third of every object was eclipsed, on what 
I may call my right side. Now this sort of 
case is alluded to by Dr. Woollaston, and he 
contends that it might be a defect in the optic 
nerves. Well, I was telling all this to a medi- 
cal friend of mine—a very clever man, and he 
said, it was impossible. said, well, I don’t 
know whether it is impossible or not, but [ 
know that what I tell youis true. It after- 
wards happened that he had a fall from his 
horse, I believe, or something of that kind, 
and he had the same imperfection of sight, 
the eclipse of the objects being on the o 
posite side, 1 said to him, there was only 
one thing I regretted, which was, that when 
I was io that state, 1 had not syuinted, to 
have seen how the things would have looked 
then. He told me he was convinced it arose 
from the nerve. But I said, did you squint ? 
O gad, no, said he, I never thought of 
squinting. But since that time I have been 
entertained with it often, and often without 
having had any blow; and I have on those 
occasions squinted too, and it’s just the same. 
And let those who can account for it as 
arising from a decussation of the nerve, do 
it; my Own opinion is, that it arises from 
the irregular actions of the retina, You know 


part of the nose, which breaks the effect of 


there are people who see ghosts, and goblins, 
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very curious case related, of 

was a well known character, 

of sense,—where it was said, 

to see a number of people ia 

ith him. Now, he himself has 

whole of the nomenon, 

all the adjuncts to it. He has said, 

r taking a cup of coffee, or tea, or so on, 


as he got better, and less nervous, he 
has only seen the arms or legs of the per- 


woman in a red cloak. And he said, how 
came you in here, good woman ? The woman 
said nothing. What is the meaning of your 
being here, woman? No answer was made, 
You have no right to be here—Go out of 
the room. She took no notice ofhim. He 

up and rang the bell for the servant. 

servant came in. Turn this woman out. 
What woman, Sir? Why the woman in 
a red cloak. There’s no woman, nor any 
red cloak, Sir. Well, go and fetch the doc- 
tor for me ; tell him I am ill, and I wish to 
speak to him. The man, however, was not 
to be frightened by this, because he knew it 
was a delusion of his sight. Now I have 
had it so often, that it has been a matter 
rather of amusement to me, than any thing 
else. Ihave stood before a glass, and seen 
the upper part of my head, and eyes, and 
nose, very distinctly ; but 1 never saw that 
Thad any mouth or jaw; and I have seen 
my sh rs very well, but all was blank 
between my nose and shoulders. Why, now 
I say, what can you make of this, but that 
it is, errors of action, or inactivity in parts of 
the retina? Now this is a digression ; this 
is no part of the lecture; but | am speaking 
about the fractures of the ossa nasi, and | 
am telling you what seems to me to be the 
7 of those cases. 

hen I finished the bones of the skull, 
Thad a word to say about the sutures; and 
having now finished the bones of the upper 
part of the face, I have still a word to say on 
that point, and this is it: All the bones are 
united together by sutures ; and if there was 
to be an elaborate account of the sutures 
given, I don’t know to what length it would 
run. But anatomists have contrived to make 
one suture out of a number of sutures. They 
say there is a suture which is called the 
transverse suture, running between the bones 
of the head and the bones of the face ; and 
I have seen dreadful things occur here. 
There was a poor wagoner, whiose 


was crushed between two cart wheels going 
in different directions, on Clapham common, 
and his face was literally torn off from the 
skull. Part of his face hung by the optic 
nerves. ‘There was no jaw ; all was vacant. 
No raw, half dissected head, could ever 
equal it. To give you some idea of the 
horror the scene presented, I may tell you, 
the nurses of a hospital fainted when they 
saw the man. He went to the hospital ; 
went to bed; got up to void his urine ; 
went to bed again ; and, in about five or six 
hours, he died. Now it might forma good 
subject of ge in a medical society, why 
he died. He did not die from loss of blood ; 
torn arteries will not bleed. He could not 
have been starved to death in so short a 
time. Whatever blood he might lose be- 
fore, he lost none in the hospital to cause 
his death. Then why did he die? Now it 
does so happen, and we have seen, that it is 
a most wise and benevolent circumstance, 
where such an injury occurs as is actually 
irreparable, the vital powers decline and 
cease to act, and people die without any 
seeming necessity for doing so. It is really 
very curious, but true, that the most exten- 
sive injuries are generally unproductive of 
pain. 1 say, it seems to be wise and bene- 
volent, that it should be so ordered. There 
are plenty of facts which you will collect in 
the pursuit of your profession, that seem to 
warrant metaphorical phrases, such as John 
Hunter would heave introduced: Nature 
takes the alarm from something having oc- 
curred, apparently without any necessity ; 
or Nature, conscious of the injury, relin- 
quishes the contest, and the patient sinks 
and dies. But however much this may be 
a digression, the case goes to induce you to 
remember the sort of connexion that sub- 
sists between the bones of the face and the 
bones of the cranium. 

In his lectures on the Bones of the Vertebre, 
Mr. Asernerny said, ‘‘ There is such an 
immense quantity of elastic matter in the 
column of bones supporting the head, that 
the head rides upon it as if placed on a 
spring machine; and it is very important 
that this should be so. If it were not, the 
head would be subject to perpetual jars. 
There is a very important case related by 
Mr. Pott—a case cf concussion: An officer 
standing on the deck ofa ship, after some 
sleet and rain had fallen, began to walk 
upon it; he slipped, and upon feeling his 
feet go from under him, he put all his 
muscles on the stretch to save himself. He 
came down on his bottom—merely on his 
bottom, nothing more; but his head was 
jarred ; there was a plete « jon ; 
lie was stunned ; an inflammation came on, 
and he became delirious. Now that’s a very 
capital case. The head received no out- 


let, 


head | ward hurt at all.” 
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ON THE OS METACARPI POLLICIS. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
ANATOMY. 

A case was recently communicated to the 
Anatomical Society of Paris, by M. Phi- 
louze, of which the following are the parti- 
culars :—A patient, affected with anasarca, 
and labouring under general symptoms of 
disease of the heart, was admitted into the 
Hospital, but died soon after admission. 
On opening the body, considerable dilata- 
tion of the right auricle was found, together 
with ossification of the right auriculo ventri- 
cular orifice. The orifice of the pulmonary 
artery was also found ossified, as well as 
contracted. One of the semilunar valves at 
the commencement of the pulmonary artery, 
contained, according to the narrator, an 
osseous prolongation. What this means, it 
is not quite easy to say ; but it is to be re- 
gretted, that in describing a pathological 
change, which has never, we believe, been 
before detected in the human subject, some- 


thing less vague and more satisfactory had 
not been given. 


There are two cases related in the Nouvelle 
Bibliotheque Medicale for August, of tetanus, 
in which the appearances found in both 
after death, were inflammation of the spinal 
marrow and its membranes. It is a fact 
worth attending to, that in all the cases of 
arachnitis spinalis mentioned by M. Olli- 
vier in his work on the spinal marrow, the 
most marked symptoms of tetanus were pre- 
sent during life. The tetanus in the cases 
given by this author, and in those mentioned 
in the Bibliotheque, was only the conse- 
quence or effect of inflammation of the 
spinal marrow and its membranes. Unfor- 
tunately, in this country, the spinal marrow 
is so rarely examined, that few pathological 
anatomists have had an opportunity of see- 
ing this part of the body a sufficient number 
of times after death, to give any decided 
opinion on it. The point is one deserving 


of attention. In fact, we have been informed 
that in the largest lunatic asylum of this 
metropolis, there is a standing order against 
opening the spinal marrow ! ! 


On the Os Metacarpi Pollicis. 
By M. J. Buurr.* 
It may perhaps appear a little extraordi 
nary to English anatomists, the majority of 
whom rest in general satisfied with a coarse 
and superficial knowledge of anatomy, that 


it has been a subject of great inquiry 
abroad, whether the thumb has a metacarpal 
bone and two phalanges, or no metacarpal 
bone and three phalanges. The object of 
this paper is to prove the latter of these 
points. 

Aristoteles regarded this bone as belong- 
ing to the carpus, without assigning any 
reason for this classification. Among the 
writers of later date, and of real authority 
in anatomy, Galen was the first who re- 
garded the metacarpus pollicis of Aristotle 
the first true phalanx, and gives us at the 
same time his reasons in the following 
words :—** Consentaneum est et asserere 
magnum digitum ex tribus ossibus constare, 
et non metacarpis primam illius phalangem 
ascribere que ab utrisque sui partibus per 
diarthrosin connexa est, quod primis quidem 
digitorum, non autem metacarpi ossibus 
accidit. Unde nonnullis jure asseruerit me- 
tacarpi quidem quatuor duntaxat, quinque 
vero digitorum quindecim ossa esse.” (Gale- 
nus de ossium natura, Cap. XIX. de metacarpo 
ae digitis.) 

How very slender the osteological know- 
ledge of Celsus was, appears very evident 
in his De Mediciné, Lib. VIII. cap. 1, where 
he says, “‘ In manu vero prima palma pars 
ex multis minutisque ossibus constat, quo- 
rum numerus incertus.” His assertions 
on anatomical subjects are of little worth ; 
in one place he ranks the os metacarpi pol- 
licis, as it has been called, among the meta- 
carpal bones, and in another he places it 
among the phalanges: ‘‘ Quinque ossa recta, 
ad digitos tendentia palmam explent,” and 
shortly after: ‘‘ A quibus ipsi digiti oriun- 
tur, qui ex ossibusternis constant.” Pliny 
has copied from Aristotle, without having 
used his own eyes, and has consequently 
deenledinto much confusion. The following 
authors have declared themselvs in favour of 
Galen’s opinion, and against Aristotle’s :— 


* Meckel’s Archiv fur die Physiologie 
April, 1826, 
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Stepbanus (de Dissectione partium Corp. 
Hum. Libr. ui cum fig. a Stephano Rive- 
rio compositis, 1539). 

A. Laurentius (Hist. Anatomie Corp. 
Hum. 1599). 

F. Plater (de Corp. Hum. Structura, 


Knoblochius (Disputationes Anatom. et 
Psycholog. 1642). 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente (Opera Ana- 
tom. et Physiolog. 1619).—‘* Natura tres 
articulos digito unicuique coustituit et pollex 
prae caeteris motu pollet.” 

I. Casseri Placentini. (Tab. Anatom. 
LXXXII. 1627.) 

Spigelius (Op. Anatom. 1645),—men- 
tions that Galen has with truth admitted 
Jour metacarpal bones, since the bone com- 
monly known under the name of metar- 
capus pollicis, sses by far too great 
motion for it to be classed among the carpal 
bones, but ought much rather to be re- 
garded as a real phalanx. 

Bidloo (Anat. Corp. Hum. 1685). 

Manget (Theatrum Anatom. 1717).— 
Metacarpi quatuor ossicula, quindecim 
digitorum, in singulo ; hie etiam annume- 
rato pollice, tria.’ 

Vesalius (Op. Anat. et Chirurg. 1725). 
“ Quatuor metacarpi, quindecim autem di- 
gitorum ossa semper enumerabimus.” 

Cowper (Anat. Corp. Hum. 104 Tab. 
curante Dundass et Schomberg. 1750).— 
** Quatuor ossa metacarpi, quindecim digi- 
torum.” And many others. 

In modern times, Albinus and others, 
among whom Blumenbach holds a conspi- 
cuous rank, have declared for Aristotle's 
opinion, without, however, stating reasons 
for the assertion. 

In favour of the view which regards the 
commonly called os metacarpi pollicis as the 
first phalanx of the thumb, there may be 
added to the arguments advanced by Gelen 
about the motion it sses, those of the 
form of the bone, its ligaments and muscles, 
with their points of attachment. 

On looking at the — surface of this 
bone of the thumb, it will be found deep- 
ened, which is rather the reverse in a true 
os metacarpi. In reference to the ligaments, 
we find the membrana capsularis ossis meta- 

i pollicis not wider than a ligamentum 
capsulare phalangis prime. The internal 
and external batral ligaments belong to the 
ligament. lat, of the phalanges, as they pro- 
ceed externally and internally from the end 
of one phalanx to that of another. 

If we view this bone as the first phalanx, 
it will be perfectly consistent with the in- 
sertions of the muscles in the other pha- 


e3. 
Fa Abductor indicis and pollicis inserted 
into the first phalanx. 
2. The mi tendon of the m. exten. | 


M. ANDRAL 


com. digitoram, and the exten. poll. maj. 
into the second phalanx. 

3. Flexor digitor. profundus (perforans, ) 
and flexor longus pollius into the third pha- 
lanx. lateral slip from the m. exten. com. 
digit, and the exten. poll. min.to the third 
phalanx. 

In conclusion, the luxations and fractures 
of the four proper metacarpal bones, which 
are not very often observed to take place, 
frequently occur in the first phalanx of the 
thumb, as, indeed, in all the other phalanges. 


PATHOLOGY. 

On the Changes of the Mucous Membrane, pro- 
duced by Inflammation. By M. Axvrav.* 

Tue papers on gastritis, published by M. 
Andral in the “ Repertoire,” are particu- 
larly deserving of attention, not merely on 
account of the celebrity of the author, or of 
the great importance of the subject in a 
practical point of view, but also because 
they are well calculated to remove the erro- 
neous views entertained by some of our 
contemporaries on this subject. Some of 
the contributors to the “‘ Yellow Journal,” 
for instance, seem to entertain mort strange 
notions concerning the nature and treatment 
of inflammation of the mucous membrane, 
lining the intestinal canal. One of these 
learned Thebans saw a patient, who com- 
plained of intense pain of the n, With 
a quick and febrile pulse, pain of the 


head, eyes suffused, &c. ; cad though the 
bowels had been opened freely by medicine 
before admission to the hospital, purgatives, 
diuretics, and diaphroretics were ordered 
forthwith in the greatest abundance. To 
relieve the pain of the head, leeches were 
applied to the temples ; to lower the pulse, 


diaphoretics were given ; the diuretics, pro- 
i bably, were intended to act on the principle 
of counter-irritation, by inviting or solicit- 
ing the diseased action to remove itself to 
the kidneys ; and the purgatives, 

the theory on which they were employed is 
one of the most extraordinary that the his- 
tory of medicine has to record, The other 
medicaments appear to have been prescribed 
to fulfil certain indications. Each was in- 
tended to doa certain duty ; the practitioner, 
doubtless, having been informed by his 
books, that the best principle in practice is, 
to combat symptoms as they rise, and so 
he put down in his prescription an item for 
every symptom ; but it never for a moment 
appears to have entered into his head to 
sup that these disturbances depended 
solely on irritation in the stomach and 
bowels. At length, however, he stumbled 
on this great discovery ; it appeared to him 


* Repertoire d’Anatomie, Vol. 1, 
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ON AFFECTIONS OF THE MUCOUS MEMBRANES. 


a matter of much consequence, and forth- 
with he set about forming a theory to ex- 
plain the affection, and devising suitable 
remedies to remove it. Being an acute ob- 
server, he recollected to have seen, in some 
cases that had been examined under his 
direction (for, being a pure physician, he 
could not condescend to soil his fingers with 
a scalpel) some parts of the intestines red ; 
and on these red , some small dots of 
yellow matter. Then came the theory = the 
follic the 


ing ulceration, cma febrile disturbance, 
end death. But what was the cause of all 
this mischief? What was it that acted on 
the mucous follicles, so as to irritate their 
mouths.! ‘The yellow matter appears to have 
been the exciting cause—the origin of all 
the evil. Hence the obvious indication of 
eure suggested by this view of the subject 
was to remove 
that could only be done — purgatives. Such 
notions, we thought, lony since passed 
away, The idea of removing peccant mat- 
ters, and eliminating them from the system, 

we had hoped was consigned to oblivion ; 
but mere bookmen, who learn solely in their 
study, or in colleges, are eternally reviving 
these antiquated opiniuns, just as a certain 
class of lawyers rake up, at times, anti- 
quated statutes, and put them in force, 
though totally contrary to the spirit of the | the 
age in which theylive. We turn away from 
such things with pleasure to follow M. An-|a 
dral, in his researches on this important 
subject of gastric irritation. 

When the mucous membrane lining the 
stomach has been acted on by any irritating 
cause, its appearauce and consistence are 
found altered ; it is red and vascular ; sruall 
tortuous vessels are seen to take their course 
beneath it. The redness is sometimes 
found in the form of minute dots; at other 
times in patches of greater or less extent ; 
but there is another alteration which should 
always be attended to, ly, i 1 
and pulpy condition; if it be touched, or 
slightly scraped even with the back of a 
knife, it peels off, leaving the sub-mucous 
cellular tissue uncovered, and as it were 
abraded. ‘Ihe question obviously suggested 
by these facts is, are we to attribute these 
changes to inflammation ‘ M. Aadral an- 
swers in the affirmative, and we fully agree 
with him. All the characters presented 
after death are those of inflammation ; so 
are all the symptoms manifested during life. 
Redness and increased vascularity are the 
most common concomitants of inflammation, 
and softening of the substance of the part 
is an almost invariable consequence of in- 
flammation in its early stage. Of this alte- 
ration there are three degrees: in the first, 


a 
ation, but is so soft aato be sae tate! 
by the slightest friction; in 
nothing remains of the membrane but a soft 
pulp, of a grey or reddish colour, which _ 
be mistaken bor a mere layer of mucus, di 
fused on the cellular coat; in the third, 
even this semi-fluid pulp disappears, and the 
sub-mucous cellular coat is left altogether 
denuded. Ifany doubts should remain as 
to the cause of these changes, the analogi- 
cal reasoning of M. Andral, we conceive, is 
well calculated to remove them. He cites 
the authority of Dupw to show, that 
inflammation softens the cellular coat of 
arteries, and renders them incapable of bear- 
ing a ligature if applied to them when that 
change has taken place. Serous and syno- 
vial membranes also are similarly altered 
when attacked by inflammation. The symp- 
toms presented during life, by persons suf- 
fering from acute gastritis, are very charac- 
teristic. Amdral cites the case of a man 
who was a patient in “ La Charité” for 
some time, and died of phthisis. He hed 
for a long time complained of loss of appe- 
tite, and a sense of constriction in the ened 
gastrium, which became intensely painful 
jwhen be eat any solid food, or took even 
| the mildest fluids ; but any of the More sti- 
mulating, such as wine, produced a sensa- 
tion of burning heat, extending from the 
oe the pylorus. In this case 
was found reduced 
toa mere pulp ; there suet in fact, scarcely 

trace of its natural characters, This al- 
teration is very common in persons who 
die of phthisis, as Louis has satisfactorily 
shown. In such cases, the treatment that 
should be adopted is quite obvious; it should 
be decidedly antiphlogistic, and should be 
rigorously persisted in. 

The case of the late Beclard 
is so strikingly illustrative both of the 
principle aud the practice, that we cannot 
forbear citing it. Some yeurs previous to 
his death, he was attacked by decided symp- 
toms of gastritis. The ‘‘ medecine expec- 
tante” was tried for a while, but without 
success; the antiphlogistic was then re- 
sorted to with decided relief. Still he was 
afterwards subject occasionally to indiges- 
tion, and to cramp and pain in the epigas- 
trium. He died of erysipelas. On exami- 
nation, two or three patches were found in 
the lesser curvature of the stomach, which 
were depressed, and bounded by a defined 
line ; just such an appearance as may be 
expected to take place on the healing of a 
point of ulceration. If such a case were 
treated according to the follicular theory, 
what would have been the consequence ? 
Verily it would soon have found a resting 
place the Yellow Journal, and 
have another specimen of the folli- 

ulceration. 
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the membrane still remains in its usual situ- | cular 
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SKETCHES OF THE SURGICAL PRO- 
FESSION IN IRELAND. 


No. XIII. 


MERCER’S HOSPITAL—continued. | their operation is occasionally quickened by 
Z the administration of controversial works of 
Hospital Elections in Ireland, &c. the most rancorous description, smuggled 
into the apartments in the orthodox recesses 
I punrosety omitted an exposition of the of a reticule, or the sanctum sanctorum of 
economy, domestic and professional, of this! some Lucy M‘Swadlum’s muff. The only 
Hospital on a former occasion. The facts result which can be discovered to flow from 
connected with that subject, | perceived, on all these pious artifices, is to enliven the 
estimating their importance, would, when sick chamber by religious disputation, and 
leavened by the zest of observation, have of course to add, in some degree, to the 
expanded far beyond the limited capacity of tortures of disease by the excitation of the 
this Journal, which must necessarily con- odium theologicum in the minds of its wretch- 
dense a variety of matter in each impression ed victims ; and this, forsooth, is to imitate 
to keep pace with the exuberant growth the practical benevolence of the ‘ Sceurs 
of medical intelligence. Besides, it did not’ de la Charité” of France! to run about, 
exactly harmonise with my views of rhe- like so many fanatical Thiises, desolating 
torical propriety, to mix up descriptions of the human heart with the torch of religious 
moral and physiognomical architecture with | discord ! 
the councils of a board-room, or the pro-| While the female portion of the conclave 
ceedings of an operating theatre. In addi-| thus transcend the sphere to which nature 
tion to thy literary scruples on this head, | and decency ought to confine them, a part 
there were some other points of general of the medical officers err in an opposite, 
interest, such as Hospital Elections in Ire-| and much more culpable manner. By one 
land, which I conceived could not be more of those overt acts of treason against the 
by nee introduced, than in a notice | interests of medicine, for which the English 
an institution presenting so many illus-! statute book is so remarkable, the election 
trations of their abuse. To attain, there- of physiciwns and surgeons to the establish- 
fore, if possible, these several objects, I ment has been vested in their own hands. 
deemed it the more eligible course, for The charter, or act of incorporation, re- 
once, to divorce the utile from the dulce, and, | quires the appointment and attendance of 
at the hazard of a classical denunciation, to’ six surgeons and two physicians to this in- 
make each a theme of separate considera-| stitution. The law, as to number, is at 
tion ; but of explanation enough. present fulfilled to the letter, but its spirit 
The government of this Hospital is quite | is grossly violated ; for of the eight whose 
@ curiosity in its line, being a sort of her-| labours were required, no more than five 
maphrodite dynasty, composed of both sexes, perform their professional duties. For seve- 
or, if you will, of gentlemen in petticoats | ral years, neither Doctor Hill nor Mr. L’Es- 
and ladies in pantaloons ; the latter, I pre- | trange, the one a physician the other nomi- 
sume, claiming a right to one-half of the | nally a surgeon to this Hospital, bas penned 
Sceptre virtue of the female origin of|a prescription in its wards. In the whole 
the establishment. They accordingly meet) range of hospital abuse in Ireland, I know 
to debate, in weekly committees, the com-|of no parallel for this shameless job. To 
parative detersiveness of white and blach|be sure their absence may not be detri- 
soap, of free-stone and the rubbing-brush ;| mental to the welfare of the charity, and 
‘while their coadjutors content themselves disease may vanish though they stay away, 
with exercising their parental functions on! but to save appearances, one would think, 
some extraordinary emergencies only, such) their presence might be necessary. No, 
as the appointment or dismissal of a porter./ not even this homage to decency is ob- 
The superintendence of the floors and the/| served; for I am informed, that except on 
laundry, however, form but a small item|a board-day, these gentlemen never enter 
in the catalogue of the ladies’ concerns,| the wards of the Hospital. Are they not 
compared with their spiritual labours ; for) ashamed to hold situations which their in- 
it would seem as if they entertained some | firmity or their convenience does not per- 
notion of colonising the ‘‘ New Jerusalem’’| mit them to fill? Will they too retain the 
with a cargo of converted Papists from| reins of power like their quondam associate 
Mercer's, so deep an interest do they mani-|in years, and neglect the duty until an 
fest in the reformation of its inmates. To} apoplexy snatches them from their bands! 
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ERINENSIS 
| accomplish this amiable intention, they 
the wards with the most 
tea-table, and procure hebdomadal lectures 
a on the “ Pilgrim’s Progress” and ‘* Holy 
Writ,” by the John Bunyans and Crispins 
Goat's-alley. Lest these ordinary sti- 
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ON HOSPITAL ELECTIONS IN IRELAND. 


What have to expect from a connexi 

with such Whatever ad- 
vantages might have accrued to them from 
such an office must have been long since 
attained. They have arrived at that period 
of life when professional reputation, what- 
ever it might have been, retrogrades rather 
than advances ; when the seeds of fame, sown 
in the labours of youth, have ripened into 
full maturity; when the exertions of the 
past must stand for the future ; when, if they 
have not turned early advantages to pro- 
fitable account, it is now too late to make 
amends for the want of prudence and in- 
dustry. If time has deprived them of the 
sensibility to perceive the delicacy of the 
ground on which they stand, or to feel the 
odium of public opinion, 1 would appeal to 
their virtue to avert that obloquy which 
their conduct is so well calculated to excite, 
and ask them, is it becoming the dignity oi 
old age to trifle thus with the sacred inte- 
rests of charity? They should recollect, 
that while they have nothing emolumentary 
to gain, much of what should be more dear 
to them than any pecuniary consideration, 
may be lost by the retention of a mere 
honorary title, and that a few years must 
render that resignation thankless and in- 
evitable, which, if voluntarily performed, 
would have secured them a lasting tribute 
of respect. Their perverse adhesion te 
office, they may rest assured, has not been 
adverted to in a spirit of wanton personality ; 
for if there were one picture of human 
weakness which my pencil would disdain to 
embellish, it would be that of old age inglo- 
riously clinging to corruption, while death 
was dissolving the feeble From the 
example of his predecessors, Dr. Lendrick, 
who has been lately appointed physician to 
this Hospital, may learn an useful lesson. He 
may not, perhaps, be aware, that the mo- 
tives which led to his election —— in 
the vile presumption, that he would have 
adopted the line of policy pursued by Drs. 
Hill and Bayton ; or that another person, 
Dr. Grattan it is said, was the gentlemar 
intended for nomination, until his late rup- 
ture with the College of Physicians, stig- 
matized him with the name of an honest mar 
in the eyes of Messrs. L’Estrange, Mack- 
lin, and Auchinleck. and one ‘* not to be 
trusted’ with the secrets of a surgica. 
borough. Could these gentlemen have se- 
lected another person, on whose subser- 
viency to their base designs of converting 
the Hospital into a hereditary depot for th 
professional isement of their ‘‘ nat 


metorum, et qui nascentur ab illis,” Dr. Len 
drick may be certain that he would not have 
been chosen physician to Mercer's. He 
ought, surely, to appreciate the compliment 


which has been him, and if an oppor- 
tunity should arise for the exercise of his 


electing officers in the Irish metro 

There are four bodies in Dublin, in 
the power of appointi i 
tionsresides: the 
poration, the Governors of public charities, 
and in the Surgeons and Physicians of some 
of these establishments, asin Mercer's and 
other hospitals. Each of these modes of 
appointment is liable to great, and as expe- 
rence has shown on numerous i 
to manifold, objections. When it so hap- 
pens, for instance, that some broken down 
iord or earl is sent from England, for the 
double purpose of representing Majesty and 
recruiting a fortune, to lreland, the offices in 
the gift of the Lord Lieutenant are regularly 
sold to the highest bidder, and it may be 
presumed, that at these, as at every other 
sort of sale, the pounds, shillings, and pence 
of a dunce are just as acceptable to his 
-* Lordship,” as if they were paid down by a 
Hunter or a Bichat. The state surgeoncy is 
one of those situations which has been 
trafficked over and over again ; but as the 
better sense of courts has latterly dispensed 
with the merriment of royal jesters, it is to 
be hoped, that the same attention to economy 
and propriety will remove the absurdity of 
a state surgeon, and save the country the 
expense of three or dour hundred a year. 
The Corporation are not only vendors of pa- 
tent places, but generously permit their 
customers to sell out life-interests to 
secondary purchasers. Conveyances or as- 
signments of situations in their gift, are as 
aotoriously transacted as those of any other 
species of property. That a Lord Lieu- 
tenant, or a Corporation, should dispose of 
their favours at the highest price, is what can 
be readily conceived ; but that the governors 
of a hospital should imitate their mercenary 
example, is a little ing, it must be con- 
fessed. The thing, however, has been put 
beyond all doubt, by an occurrence still 
fresh in the recollection of every medical 
man in lreland, from the great interest 
which it excited at the time. The cireum- 
stances of the case were simply these: B 
he death of Mr. Dease, a vacancy occu 
in Jervis-street Hospital. As usual on 
such occasions, the rush of candidates to 
»ccupy his place, might be illustrated by a 
comparison with the fury of the elements to 
ill up a vacuum. Money they could not 
lirectly offer for the office, but the expe- 
lient of making governors to elect them- 
elves, answered eve’ quite as 
well. ‘‘1 will expend a hundred on the 


speculation,” exclaims one ; “1 will give 


73 
elective functions, prove to these secret f 
libellers of his character, that they have 
mistaken their man. But of the system 4 
which has been carried on in this Hospital, ! 
I shall give one or two examples, after 
having stated, as I proposed, the modes of q 
| 
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| 
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a4 
two,” cries another ; 
sum,” rejoins a third ; 
or it will be mine,” 
these honourable competitors set. The 
governors of the hospital, delighted at the 
pect of increasing their capital by the 
onations ef their ambitious suitors, en- 
couraged their pretensions, and on the day 
appointed for the election, the doors of the 
establishment were thrown open for this 
singular exhibition. The two great oppo- 
nents in the contest appeared — on the 
each having his pocket freighted 


ground, ng his ed | 
with a cargo of ‘‘ Nathaniel Lowes ;” while | 
their mutual friends from the adjoining 


counting-houses stood ready to be dubbed 
governors, as the exigencies of the case 
might require. For a loug time the combat 
seemed doubtful, and governors t the 
amount of one, two, three, four, five, and 
six hundred pounds were made, when just 
as the clock clicked three, Mr. M‘Dowel 
was seen to move down the quays, ejacu- 
lating, in a sort of delirious jabber, ‘* castus 
artemque repono,” while Mr. O‘Reilly, his 
antagonist, was a the conqueror, 
at an equal expense, of this unprincipled 


The next form of election, is that which 
experience has found to be the most obnox- 
ious of all, namely, by the Surgeons and 
Physicians, or what has been called the 
Medical Board of a hospital. It is in this 
species of the elective system that we gene- 
rally find fathers retiring in favour of their 
sons, uncles predestinating their little 
nephews to office before they cut their 
teeth; and friends * doing a kind turn” for 
each other, by adding another worthy neo- 

yte, or “‘ sound member,” as Dr. Harty 

it, to the little confraternity of jobber:. 
An instance of this kind lately occurred in 
this Hospital. There were two vacancies at 
the time, and two assistants were appointed, 
Messrs. Jagort and Daniel, who, it was 
presumed, would have been nominated as 
surgeons to the institution as a matter of 
course, at the expiration of their noviciate 
of two years. In the mean time a new can- 
didate started up in the person of Mr. 
Palmer, on the interest of Mr. I'Estrange, 
to whom he had been, | understand, matri- 
monially connected. Of the three candi- 
dates, public report represented Mr. Jagort 
as best entitled, both and qua- 
lifications, to fill one of the situations. As 
the day of election approached, he waited 
on Mr. Macklin to solicit his vote, when 
the following characteristic dialogue is said 
to have taken place. “ Hark ye! Mr. Jagort, 

u know I have a son learning the pro- 
Rcsion. Now, before | make you a promise 
of my support in this business, you must 
pledge me your word, that whenever my 


ounger was ground into @ sur- 
geon, when kis father, without any vacancy 
im the hospital at the time, would have him 
nominated what he modestly termed a su- 
pernumerary to the establishment. The 
position was made in due form to the elec- 
tors; but nothing could exceed the asto- 
nishment on the occasion. They were im- 
mediately seized by a paroxysm of conscien- 
tious alarm for the honour of the borough, 
and all declared that it was quite inconsis- 
tent with the usage of the house, to elect 
more than six surgeons. Mr. Palmer in 
particular, on being applied to for bis sanc- 
tion of the measure, was obstreporous on 
the side of propriety, and after sundry en- 
deavours to summon up resolution to break 
through the ties of gratitude for past favours, 
replied, “‘ I pretest, Sir, I cannot think of 
infringing on the laws of the institution in 
this affair ; and unless you think proper to 
make a vacancy for your son by your own 
resignation, I cannot, though | am extreme- 
ly sorry for it, consent to have him ap- 
pointed ;” while the state surgeon, throw- 
ing into his countenance a look of sarcastic 
pity, turned on his heel, and muttered in a 
tone of melancholy disappointment, ‘ Et tu 
Brute.’ 


Enough, however, of the workings of these 
vicious systems of medical election has been 
produced for the prescut to weary the reader, 
and to prove tisir erroneousness. It would 
be no difficult undertaking to follow up the 
exposure by a preventive remedy ; but such 
a task would as yet be premature. When 
the errors of this, as well as of every other 
system by which medicine has been dis- 
graced, and its progress retarded in these 
countries, shall have been sufficiently dis- 
eussed, the public may be better to 
appreciate the advantages of an alteration, 
and more willing to receive suggestions for 
a thorough reformation of the economy of 
the healing art, 


Enrnensis. 


ie RISH HOSPITALS. 
ha son is @ candidate for a surgeoncy in the 
ae hospital, you will vote for him.” A qua- 
lified consent was given to the proposal, 
' | but not sufficiently strong, it appears, to 
i j Warrant Mr, Macklin in caleylating with 
a [certainty on the attainment of his object. 
t | He accordingly transferred his affections to 
| a more congenial candidate, and Mr. Palmer 
| oe | was consequently returned for a seat in the 
ia corclave, through the united and corrupt 
influence of Messrs. ]'Kstrange, Macklin, 
i Auchinleck, Hill, and Boyton, Mr. Reid 
: being left m an honourable, but solitary mi- 
a nority. Things remained so until Mr. 
I 
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THE ITALIAN SCHOOLS. 
[From ow Correspondent.) 


Mitax—No. 1. 
Joeundi acti labores.—C ic. 


Tur labours and difficulties through which 
one has passed are said to be pleasing to the 
recollection, and finding myself safely set 
down in the sq of the cathedral of Milan, 
after having been twice upset since | de- 
scended the Simplon, I determined to 
pend this sentence of Cicero to the top of 
my first letter, as a sort of witness to the 
truth of the doctrine. I need not describe 
to you the magnificent line of road formed 
by the wonder-working Napoleon, which 
serves a3 the muin entrance into Italy irom 
Switzerland. Hannibal is said to have soft- 
ened the Alps with mer ole Napoleon 
opened a passage for the ‘‘ Army of Italy,” 
through the rocks, with gunpowder; sixteen 
thousand tons of which are said to have 
been expended in that great enterprise. 
“1 bate the man,” said the sentimental 
tourist, ‘‘ who can travel from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, and say all is barren ;’’ there is 
something to be met with in every place to 
amuse, and, occasi y, to instruet ; and 
although it is not to be expected that | shall 
find very much that is new in Italy, a land 


already so many times ransacked by English | 


wanderers and Austrian troops, yet | shail, 
from time to time, send you a few commu- 
nications respecting the state of medicine 
in this unfortunate country. 

Well, now of Milan: the town present: 
nothing very wonderful at first sight ; it is 
large, dirty, and dull; the principal build- 
ings are the cathedral, of which almost every 
body has heard, and the large houses in the 
Corso della Porta Romana. This cathedral 
has been called the eighth wonder of the 
world, like eighty other things; but it has 
certainly a very imposing appearance ; its 
hundred towers and eleven thousand saints 
seeming to warn the heretical traveller 
that he is approaching the sanctum sancto- 


rain of papistical power. The whole of this 


immense pile is built with fine Carragian 


doctrine proceeded from Milan; and the 
names of Rasori, Moscati, Sacco, Omodei, 
and Locatelli, still hold a respectable rank 
in medicine. 

Rasont was unfortunate enough to incur 
the displeasure of some of the Austrian 
spies, and a pretence was soon found for 
visiting him with suilicient marks of dis- 
tinction, to cause him to lose the greater 
part of his practice. It was pretended that 
he had formed a plot to poison the Austrian 


ap-| army, and that out of sheer merey the Em- 


peror had spared his liberty and life ; but 
it is very improbable that he would now be 
possessing either, if any truth were in the 
report. The fact is, that Rasori is a liberal- 
minded man, thinks too much, and is, there- 
fore, dangerous to a monarch, who, like 
Francis, ‘‘ does not wish for learned men, 
but for good subjecis.”’” Of the hospitals, the 


largest, as its name implies, is the 


Spedale Maggiore. 


As a building, it is very fine ; the style 
of the exterior is gothic. It was founded 
in the year 1456 by the Duke of Milan, 
and is, at present, supported pertly by the 
estates of the founder, and partly by the 
contributions of the Milanese. The wards 
are twenty-eigit in number; twenty-four 
for medical, and four for surgical patients. 
The number of beds is about 2000; they 
are made of wood, are without curtains, 
and are placed too close to each other. 
Yo this Institution eighteen physicians are 
appointed, and two of these are required to 
Le always present, to receive accidents, 
aud to attend to the casualties of the 
house. All kinds of patients are received, 
excepting those affected with pellagra, that 
pest of northern Italy; but if it should be 
combined with any other disease, then the 
patient is cdmitted. 

I hope, in some future communieca- 
tion, to give you an account of that misera- 
ble disease, and also of the method of 
treating it. To every ward, there is a 
smaller ward appended for the convalescents, 


marble, brought from the neighbourhood of| which is a good errangement. Patients 


the Lago Maggiore. 


Library are some valuable manuscripts ; and, | 


In the Ambrosian | having obstinate chronic affections, venereal 


disease, the itch, or febrile disorders, are all 


among others, a Virgil, with copious anno-| placed in separate rooms. The ventilation 
tations by Petrarch; and it appears from|is very good; the greatest cleanliness is 


a little note at the bottem of one of the 


pages, that he commenced to write them on | 
the very day on which he first saw his | Spedale 


Laura. 


observed throughout the whole establish- 
ment. Dr. Cresert is the director of the 
Maggiore; and Dr. Sacco, who 
has acquired a great reputation among his 


In a medical point of view, Milan, al-| countrymen, on account of his zealous exer- 


though without an University, may be 


tions in the cause of vaccination, has the 


deemed the Paris of Ltaly. The hospitals| management of all the patients suffering 


ITALIAN SCHOOLS. 
the {are on a magnificent scale; the physicians : 
ua- have appear to be more active than 
sal, those farther South; the contra-stimulist 
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76 MIDDLESEX AND ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITALS. 


from fever. He nade 
ments, both in the hospital in the coun- 
try, with the chlorine in the putrid fever, 
or, as they call it, petechial fever. This 
fever is often epidemic in the neighbour- 
hood of Milan. The intermittent form of 
fever is also very frequent and obstinate, 
i late in the autumn; and it is 
ident that these two forms of fever 

are essentially only one and the same dis- 
ease, assuming only a different character, 
according to the di e of situation and 
other circumstances, as Aupovarp has 


pedale di Sta Catarina alla Ruota, for 
midwifery patients, and foundlings, is also 
large; it was formerly a cloister, and is 
situated very near to the Great Hospital. 
The yearly number of births is about 300. 
Professor Giawnt was lately the director 
of this institution, but he died a short time 
ago, and at present professor Billi has the 
management of it. Only about 63 found- 
lings (gli esposti) live in the house, but 
about 300 are maintained at the expense of 
the institution in the country, in the same 
way as by the Héspital des Enfans trouves at 
Paris. The children are divided into three 
classes, the /attanti, or suckli ; the piccoli, 
such as are able to take care of themselves ; 
and the grandi, or those more grown up; 
and, according to this arrangement, they are 
placed in different parts of the building, and 


taken care of until they reach the age of 
fifteen. 


I have not time in the present letter to 
say any thing to you about La Senavra, or 
the Trivulei, but I shall endeavour to do so 
in my next. I shall go down to Pavia ina 
few days, and continue my tour south 
through Padua, Verona, Florence, and 
Rome, and as “ parvum parva decent,” 
you must not expect too flourishing an ac- 
count of the state of medicine in the univer- 
sities of Italy. 

_ You shall hear from me as often as pos- 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


Sin,—However much the readers of your 
most useful Journal may differ in opinion, 
with regard to your skill as a general prac- 
titioner, I think all must admire the bold 
and decided treatment you have employed 
in the two most obstinate cases of the St. 
George's and Middlesex Hospitals. Al- 
though myself an admirer of active means 
in such cases, 1 was fearful that you had 
carried the depleting system too far, and 
that your poor patients had fallen into that 
indolent, chonic state, from which eet oe 


of last 
the interest of both patients much at heart, 
I determined to confirm, by observation, 
what I was fearful you had only imagined, 
im your over anxiety to inform your despair- 
ing inquirers of the least dawn of improve- 
ment. Instead of being disappointed, [| 
observed all the favourable symptoms you 
mention with the greatest satisfaction. In 
the case of the Middlesex (although when 
first put under your care I allow it was a 
most unpromising subject), the mass of co- 
agulum, which was pressing sore upon the 
anterior lobes of its cerebrum, appears to 
be rapidly absorbing, and both the superior 
and inferior members to be regaining their 
proper functions. Your practice in this 
case, in particular, has been severely re- 
probated, but only by a set of milk-and- 
water practitioners, who, in themselves, have 
shown symptoms of disease, and are i 
of one day coming under the hands of so 
vigorous a physician. In the unfortunate 
case of St. George, it grieves me to say that 
ap es are not so flattering, nor, with 
all due deference, do I think your treat- 
ment has been equally judicious. During 
the progress of the disease, you have cer- 
tainly allowed several most marked sym 
toms to escape your acute observation, 
combating which a more genera) beneficial 
effect might have been produced. Favour- 
able symptoms, however, have shown them- 
selves here as well as in the other cases, 
which, with all the im ts made, 
and about to be made, in the medical pro- 
fession, are equally attributable to your most 
praiseworthy exertions. 

1 beg leave to say, that several of the 
younger part of the profession, who are in 
the habit of visiting this last case, observe 
a most obstinate degree of inactivity in one 
of its inferior evtremities, and are most anxious 
to see the effect of an occasional introduc- 
tion of the acupuncturation needle. 

It is the prayer of your correspondent, 

as it must be of all who are im any way 
connected with your convalescent patients, 
that you will continue to watch over them 
with a careful eye, administering palatable 
or unpalatable medicines, as your discretion 
directs. Be not dismayed if your treat- 
ment in some cases proves fatal ; better, a 
thousand times, both for patient and con- 
nexions, that he did not exist than lin- 
ger in such state as were the St. George's 
and Middlesex Hospitals when first intrust- 
ed to your care. 
So high an opinion has your grateful 
Correspondent of your medical skill, that 
he shall lose no opportunity of availing him- 
self of it. 


A wear Rewatioy. 


was tobe expected. But, Sir, your tin 


astonished me ; and having 
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DR. JAMES JOHNSON. 77 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Oct. 21, 1826. 


Dr. James Jounson, as the profession 
knows, is a restless and ambitious spirit, 
seeking fame and emolument by a kind of 
literate labour, ycleped analytical review- 
ing, which consists in turning over the 
pages of an author, and rifling them of their 
most choice and savoury contents ; the poor 
devil being bespattered with a filthy sort of 
praise, as a recompense for the damaged 
sale of his work. The Doctor terms this 
portion of his calling ‘ respectus honesti!” 
Then we have his periscopes, in which he 
sometimes belikens himself to a bee, in sal- 
tibus omnia libans; sometimes to the ant, 
or pismire, ore trahens quodcunque potest ; 
now, however, pretending to something above 
the capacities of bees, and emmets, and 
spiders, he assumes the bearing of the 
lordly creature—man. Still there is some- 
thing so interminable and twisting about 
him, that we doubt whether he will be 
pleased with any thing short of the attri- 
butes of the godhead, to which, if we were 
to believe all he says, he is making no in- 
considerable approaches. We cannot help 
regarding him, however, in the light of an 
homuncule, destitute of all potential quali- 
ties save those which excite laughter; and 
his devices as the perfection of parasjtical 
shuffling and bombastic pedantry. His ana- 
lytical journal, 

of outward form 

Elaborate, of inward less exact, 
is ever accommodated to the reigning fashion, 
whatever it may be, and, like the parson’s 
barn, is open to all that comes. It is strange 
that people do not perceive the unvaried 
complacency with which this author carries 
on his trade, and how exquisitely he turns to 
his own account the labours of others, whe- | sion 


ther periodicals, monographs, cases, or what 


not. Hear the scribe : 


«If two or more periodical works run 
upon precisely the same plan, and contain 
nearly the same ies of materials, it is 
evident that a principle of selection will be 
acted upon by the purchasers, and that con- 
sequently some, or, indeed, all, must thereby 
suffer. This is more particularly the case 
with respect to reviews. There is but a 
limited range of monographical publications 
in medicine, and if there were fifty 
reviews, they can all give but accounts of 
the same works. That review then will be 
selected, which is thought to give the best 
delineation of the works reviewed (that is, 
which contains the most extracts); for ia 
medical science, the plan adopted in gene- 
ral literature, of making the tities of a leash 
of books the peg on which to hang a critical 
dissertation, cannot, for obvious reasons, 
adopted. If, therefore, one journal confines 
itself principally to original communications ; 
another to hospital reports ; a third to ana- 
lyses of books, Xc. there will be a fairer 
chance for all to succeed. The Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal has long been 
conspicuous, andin the highest esteem, for 
the number and extent of its original com- 
munications; and our respected contemporary 
the London Medical and Physical Journal 
has now a of publishing authen- 


ticated hospital 


So that the Edinburgh Journal is to have 
the original communications, that is, the 
statements of private practitioners—the 
Medical and Physical, fair reports from 
the West-end Hospitals, and Dr. James 
Johnson the overhauling of both, as well as 
a sole property in the trade of reviewing! 
A more gross, or impudent, or preposterous, 
or stupid proposal never escaped the pen of 
mortal ; but it is no business of ours: let 
our contemporaries beware. He strives hard 
to insinuate that his can be the only review, 
and that he has no intention of obtruding 
upon the departments which he has so 
kindly assigned to the other journals ; but 
these reports and original communications, 
forsooth, are to be reviewed, that is, co- 
pied “ so as to give encouragement as well 
as an extension to their circulation, that 
may prove equally avantageous to the contri- 
auton, (we warrant him,) and to the profes- 

at large”—* sic utile,” says the sage, 
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MR. BRODIE’S MUSTY CASES. 


In his last Number, 158 pages are occnpied 
with the “ sic utile,” and 171 with the “ re- 
spectus honesti” parts of his business. 

The sic utile motto, which he tells us 
sufficiently indicates the principles which 
govern his periscope, and which has been 
hackneyed ever since the days of Baglivi, is 
as follows, ‘“‘ Neglecta reducit, sparsa colli- 
git, utilia selegit, necessaria ostendit, sic 
utile.” He will do all he can, he says, to 
comply with the mandate ‘‘ sparsa colligit,” 
but to fulfil the difficult task of ‘ utilia 
selegit,” he must be allowed some “ discre- 
tionary power,” as if nothing of the kind 
were wanting to comply with the other 
parts of his motto; and here he takes 
oceasion to make some invidious remarks 
on the conduct of the journals for “ origi- 
nal” and hospital affairs, whether justly or 
not we do not pretend to determine. “ Nu- 
merous are the articles, he says, ‘* which 
come abroad into the medical world under 
imposing titles, and dressed in the specious 
garb of truth!” He next pays himself 
the following compliment, 

—- Pauci dignoscere possunt 

Vera bona ; 
and remarks that the precept ‘ necessaria 
ostendit” requires equal care and discrimi- 
nation with the “ utilia selegit.” 

Here he breaks down, finding that a com- 
pliance with the first mandate of the motto 
(neglecta reducit) might involve questions 
unpalatable to parties with whom he asso- 
ciates, and has identified himself; and con- 
sidering, moreover, that his time may be 
more agreeably occupied with matters cut 
and dried to his hands, he wisely says 
nothing about it. When he states, that the 
plan of making ‘‘a leash of books the peg 
on which to hang a critica! dissertation, can- 
not, for obvious reasons, be adopted,” we 
are reminded of the sundry extracts from 
books with which his review abounds, and 
of a most imprudent and impudent state- 
ment which he put forth in the newspapers 
on the subject, as well as the havoc he bas 


made with the recent work of Mr. Benjamin 
Travers; but let him work on,-~praise, 
cajole, and esteem all that comes in his 
way, we shall not easily be prevailed upon 
to give him any further attention. 


As to Dr. Macleod’s Journal, we think 
we have almost said enough to convince any 
man in his senses that its hospital reports 
are neither authenticated nor authentic,—at 
least, to the extent that the public has a 
right to expect; and this being settled, we 
proceed to the papers of Mr. Benjamin 
Brodie. These musty documents, we ap- 
prehend, have been dragged from the secret 
places in which they had lain for a quarter 
of a century, for the purpose of defining, 
most accurately, the various gradations by 
which Mr. Brodie attained to that enviable 
pre-eminence in surgery which (according 
to some wiseacres) is assigned to him ; for 
we cannot suppose Dr. Macleod so deficient 
of all editorial discrimination as to think 
them of any other value, however oppor- 
tunely they may serve him, in place of other 
materials, to eke out the requisite pages of 
letter-press. One or two of the cases which 
are reported by Brodie himself, and therefore 
authentic, may help to amuse our readers : 


Wasting of the Testicle, induced by too much 
indulgence in Sexual Intercourse. 


«In September, 1820, I was consulted by 
a patient, thirty-one years of age, under the 
following circumstances: Both testicles 
were wasted, and reduced to so small a size, 
as te be only just perceptible through the 
integuments the scrotum. He some- 
times experienced a slight degree of sexual 
desire, but never enough sufficient for him 
to have connexion with the orner sex, and 
there was never any seminal discharge. He 
said that he had oo having intercourse 
with women, at the early age of fourteeu 
years; that he hed indulged himself to ex- 
cess while yet a boy, and had continued to 
do so (while yet a man,) for several years. 
When about twenty years of age, he la- 
boured under inflammation of both testicles, 
which arose from some atcidental cause, 
and was removed by the usual meens. 
Some time afterwards, (but as far as he could 
recollect, not immediately,) the testicles be- 
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MORTALITY IN HOLLAND. 


gin to waste, and his sexual desires to de- 
cline ; and, in the course of two or three 
ears, he became 
Liss. observed 


what he was when I saw 
that he had very little 
beard. 


Our readers will, probably, opine that the 
inflammation induced the wasting of the 
testicles, and not sexual intercourse, as 
Mr. Brodie would have them believe. Other 
parts of the narrative are marked by italics, 
and we leave them to the consideration 
of the curious, without any further remark ; 
the whole, indeed, is beneath comment. 
Another specimen of Mr. B. C. Brodie’s 
research into musty and worthless records, 
and we have done :— 


Wasting of the Testicle induced by Onanism. 


George P——, a stout young man, twenty 
yeats of age, admitted into St. George's 
Hospital, June 12, 1805!!! He complained 
of pain in the left testicle, which was wasted 
to about one third of its natural size, soft 
and flaccid to the touch, wholly unlike the 
other. He said that he had never received 
a blow, nor had he laboured under gonor- 
rheal inflammation of the testicle; but that, 
for five years previous to his admission, he 
had been addicted to onanism. He carried 
this practice to such an extent, that during 
the above mentioned period he had seldom 
day without repeating it, at the 


Ten months before his admission, be first 
a severe pain in the left tes- 
ticle; after this the testicle enlarged in 
size. The enlargement was soon followed 
by a ——— diminution, and from this 
time the testicle continued to waste. During 
the whole course of the disease, it had been 
attended with severe pains in the testicle, 
and a very great depression of spirits. The 
latter was strongly depicted in his counte- 
hance, giving it a peculiarly melancholy and 
gloomy appearance. 

He was directed by the sargeon under 
whose care he was, to take the sulphate 
of iron, with tincture of cantharides, in- 
ternally (‘) ; and blisters were applied 
[externally !] to the scrotum. 

July 6. There was no increase in the size 
of the wasted testicle ; but he said that the 
pain was diminished, and he now referred it 
to the groin rather than to the testicle it- 
self. 


10. He complained of pain in the right 


testicle also; and he was directed to apply 


a blister over it. 


79 


Soon afterwards he Was made 4h out: 
patient. 

August 13. The pains in both testicles 
had entirely ceased ; the size of the wasted 
testicle remained unaltered. 

September 9. He remained in the same 
state. I did not see him afterwards! ! 


Such is the trash which Messrs. Brodie 
and Macleod have thought fit to obtrude on 
the public, and which Dr. James Johnson 
has so copiously bespattered with his praises. 
Verily they have their reward. 


Tur College of Physicians of London have 
deputed a gentleman who has been prac- 
tising at Brussels for many years, to go into 
Friesland to inquire into the character of 
the epidemic which has proved of late so 
destructive in Groningen and its neighbour- 
hood. By letters lately received from 
Amsterdam, it appears that about 150 per- 
sons die weekly in the little province of 
Friesland, 637 have died from September 
7, to October 5, and within four months, 
there have been 1445 deaths. The number 
of persons at present sick, is estimated at 
about 10,000. The medical men at present 
most active, are Professors Balhker and Wol- 
thers, but as yet, no official reports have been 
published by them. 


It will be recollected by many, that when 
the dikes gave way in the preceding winter, 
a great part of Friesland was laid ander 
water. With the aid of the windmills the 
greatest part of this water was pumped out, 
so that the soil began to be visible. The 
hot summer succeeding, the decomposition 
of the vegetable materials went on so rapidly 
that the fiuid waste was not only stagnant, 
but loaded with putrescent matter, which 
by a tapid evaporation has been carried into 
the atmosphere, and has no doubt caused 
the fatal epidemic by which that part of the 
country has been visited. 
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80 
Lasr week the papers were occupied in to-| 
tailing the particulars of a horrible dis- 
covery which had been made at Liverpool ; 
that “the violated remains of the dead” 
were salted and pickled, and barrelled up like 
herrings, to be shipped from Liverpool for 
Leith, for the supply of the Edinburgh 
Schools, where the “ trade in dead bodies” 
is carried on to such an extent, that the 
students are obliged to pay from six to ten 
pounds for a subject! Liverpool, it was said, 
was throw? into a state of extreme agitation, 
«* from the dreadful apprehension that the 
corpses recently consigned to the grave by 
the surviving relatives might be among the 
number of those which had been so sacrile- 
giously torn from it.” This is the language 
with which the Editors of London news- 
papers try to excite the prejudices of the 
people, and throw additional obstacles in the 
path of a science, the access to which is 
already too difficult. ‘ Corpses sacrilegi- 
ously torn from the grave ;” ‘ the violated 
remains of the dead, pickled and salted, and 
pickled and fresh,” may be phrases fitted to 
catch the ears of superstitious spinsters, 
and weak-minded men, or may serve for 
the gossip of the winter fire ; but it is a 
lamentable circumstance that the conduc- 
tors of our daily journals, who possess so 
much power over the public mind, who are 
for the most part men of sound thinking and 
good taste, should be betrayed by the pre- 
judices of education, so far as to forget their 
duty to science, and thus minister to vulgar 
errors. They manifest an unaccountable 
inconsistency of character in thus condemn- 
ing, what a few months ago they as zealously 
attempted to justify. We remember that 
the very journalist who now speaks of 
“* sacrilegiously tearing men from their 
graves,” was among the first to laud the 
paper in the Westminster Review, “ On 
the Use of the Dead to the Living,” and to 
reprobrate the ghostly prejudices of the 
magistracy and the people. It is known to 
most men, that the great abhorrence of the 


NEWSPAPERS AND DEAD BODIES. 


Scotch to have the caput mortuum of hu- 
manity disturbed, has caused them to punish 
all invaders of burial grounds with such 
severity, that anatomy could not be taught 
in Edinburgh if the necessary supplies had 
not been sent from this country. We know 
when thirty pounds have been given by the 
Edinburgh teachers for one subject, and 
what was the consequence? the pupils 
could not learn anatomy at such a dear 
rate, and were obliged to go to Dublin and 
Paris. We know too, that Mr. Lizars was 
obliged to suspend the publication of his 
plates, for want of a subject from which to 
finish his drawings. Dead bodies are now 
worth from six to ten pounds in Scotland, 
say our Ephemerides, and what do their 
conductors think will be the result of all 
this hubbub, but to make them soon worth 
siateen? It is really a pity that any temp- 
tation to commit such ad captandum tricks 
should induce men to sacrifice their con- 
sistency and good taste. It is high time 
that the legislature should interfere to re- 
move the sad necessity of prosecuting apa- 
tomy by robbery, and often by murder. It will 
scarcely be believed that England is the only 
country of Europe in which the Government 
is opposed to the study of anatomy, a know- 
ledge of which is essential to the safety of the 
community. In France, the Netherlands, 
Prussia, Austria, Denmark, Switzerland, 
and Russia, the respective governments, 
seeing the great importance of the proper 
cultivation of this branch of science, have 
taken care to provide for its support without 
doing violence to the feelings of any party. 
The same resources are open to our minis- 
ters, and why do they allow anatomy to be 
studied hy stealth; why not take some mea- 
sures to remove the consequences of breaches 
of existing laws, which they know must be 
daily committed? We think the best re- 
paration our journalists can now make, is to 
direct the attention of persons possessing 
the necessary authority to a careful con- 
sideration of this subject, and thus prevent 
the necessary recurrence of such disgusting 
exposures, 
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THE LONDON OPHTHALMIC INFIRMARY. 81 


Tue vacancy which has occurred in the 
surgical department of the London Ophthal- 
mic Infirmary, has thrown the “ Hole and 
Corner” system into the most active opera- 
tion; and the newspapers, during the past 
week, have afforded the most ample testi- 
mony of the honourable intelligence which 
directs its peculiar and creditable move- 
ments. The testimonials of the various 
aspirants to the vacant office of surgeon, 
have been daily blazoned forth, and have 
been backed by all the art and trickery of 
which the “‘ Hole and Corner’’ tribe are mas- 
ters. The Hospital Hydra has been exhibit- 
ed, and those candidates who could not con- 
ciliate the monster with the orthodox food of 
Hospital Indentures, have left the field of con- 
tention in affright and dismay. The worthless 
advocates, therefore, of a base and worth- 
less system, are sure of victory; but it is 
the triumph of dishonour. It will not be a 
question with them which hospital ap- 
prentice will obtain the office, but will one 
of ovr hospital apprentices obtain it? Ac- 
cordingly, we find that the Hospital Sur- 
geons of this town have been giving certifi- 
cates which are calculated not only to 
“astonish the natives,” but even to be- 
wilder persons who are not unacquainted 
with the intrigues and shuffiings of elections 
in general. For example ; we find that ary 
the London Hospital Apprentices who have 
offered themselves on this occasion, have 
produced the most flattering testimonials 
from THE same, or nearly so, Hospital Sur- 
geons; thus Sir Astixy Cooren strongly 
recommends Mr. Dixox, Mr. Macmvurpo, 
and Mr. Scorr; the first Sir Astley’s own 
apprentice ; the second the apprentice of 
Mr. Travers ; and the third, the apprentice 
of Sir Writtam Buizarn. Now Sir Astley 
Cooper is acquainted with the fitness of 
these gentlemen to fill the office to which 
they aspire, or he is not ; but as the Honour- 
able Baronet has certified his approval of 
the attainments of the three, we will place 
the most favourable construction upon the 
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matter, and assume that their abilities are 
well known to him. But are they revat 
in talent ; does not Sir Astley believe, that 
one of the three is the most competent ; 
and if this be the case, why was not the 
recommendation given to 11M ALONE? this, 
we conceive, would be the most consistent 
practice for the worthy Baronet to have 
pursued ; at all events it would be more 
becoming his high character, and an act 
of charity towards the unfortunate pa- 
tients of the Infirmary. But this conduct 
unhappily would not have been a part of the 
system. The London Hospital apprentices 
must be all supported, whether they possess 
talent or not, otherwise the enormous prE- 
miums which the Hospital Surgeons receive 
with their apprentices, will be greatly di- 
minished. As those who have been Hos- 
pital apprentices are alone enabled to ob- 
tain such exalted testimony of their talents, 
no competitors can be found who, in the 
present state of delusion on the part of the 
Governors, can withstand the contest with 
the slightest chance of ultimate success. 
The subscribers to this and other Institu- 
tions are not aware of the duplicity which 
is practised in filling the situations which 
they have to bestow; we hope, however, 
the time is not far distant, when these be- 
nevolent persons, and the public in general, 
will be better informed. They ought to 
bear in mind that this Infirmary was ,, zot 
up” for owr friend Saunders, and that the pro- 
jectors and early supporters of the scheme, 
with the exception of poor Saunders bim- 
self, are the most active, and we are sorry 
to say, the most influential members of the 
present Committee. Let the Governors 
attentively watch their proceedings, and 
reject with indignation the protigee of this 
domineering faction. It was our intention 
to furnish the Governors with a complete 
history of this Infirmary in our present 
Number, but from its length we are com- 
pelled to postpone it till next week, 
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TRICKS OF ADVENTURERS. 


Norutno can be more disgraceful than the 
mean trick of drawing stadents to a school 
by certain advertisements, and then shuf- 
fling out of the engagements made, by canting 
appeals to their benevolence and liberality. 
We have received a number of letters from 
the studentsof St. Bartholomew’s, complain- 
ing of this sort of trickery on the part of Mr. 
Srantey. Last season, a young gentle- 
man, more distinguished for his ruffles 
than brains, was foisted upon the pupils 
as Demonstrator: he was patiently borne 
with for some time, but being found incor- 
rigibly stupid, the pupils would bear with 
him no longer, and called upon Mr. Stan- 
ley to fulfil his engagements. Now, although 
any man of common sense, who possesses 
knowledge enough of the English language 
to give his ideas tongue, may become a good 
demonstrator, it appears that the promis- 
ing youth pitched upon possessed neither 
of these qualifications. The students very 
properly remonstrated, and said: ‘ Mr. 
Stanley, if you had advertised that Mr. 
Skey was to be our demonstrator, we 
should have known better how to act 
than to pay our ten guineas to him.” 
Whereupon Mr, Stanley replied: *“ Gen- 
tlemen, having pledged myself to give the 
demonstrations, and as it appears that Mr. 
Skey does not give satisfaction, I shall re- 
sume them.” Notwithstanding this ac- 
knowledgement of a breach of honour in the 
last season, a similar thing has been again 
attempted. It was thought prudent, perhaps, 
to keep new names out of the advertise- 
meats of the present session, especially as 
Mr. Stanley has a neighbour in Aldersgate- 
street that he does not much relish; buat 
scarcely has a fortnight elapsed before 
Johnny, the main peg of the concern, is 
put to preach to the pupils about a division 
of labour: he is set up by Stanley, being 
ashamed to appear himself, to appeal to 
their feelings, to say whether it is not cruel 
to deny their lecturer some assistance in the 
dissecting room ; aud although Mr, Skey 


did not appear to be qualified for the task 
assigned him last year, he may do better 
this ; “ try him again,” said Johnny, “try 
him again, and, hang it, if the fellow be still 
unfit, why you know you can turn him about 
his business ;”’ an accession has now been 
made, and Mr. Wormald is co-demonstrator. 
Messrs. Skey and Wormald may be now 
very shrewd, energetic and well informed 
young men, but from what we remember of 
their rhetorical flourishes on the night of the 
uproar of the Bobadils, in the winter of 
1824, we have but a very mean opinion of 
their capacities for teaching. Mr. Sxev's 
meagre debut in the farce of ‘ Tom Fool,” 
and Mr.Wor™atp’s lame performance in the 
comedy of ‘ All in the Dark,” caused both 
of these interesting pieces to be most cruelly 
damned beyond all hope of revival.* In 
deed, after such decided failures, it is difficult 
to believe that they could have obtained 
another engagement, even on the boards of 
an Anatomical Theatre. 

W hether qualified or not, is not the matter ; 
the advertisment was a trick, and disgrace- 
ful to the party who resorted toit. We 
advise the pupils, beware of such mean 
artifices for the future, and if they do not 
find the proposals fulfilled, to insist on the 
entrance money being returned; a step 
which the law would justify them in 
doing. 

Sir Asrtey Cooper lost a piece of plate 
and some reputation in 1824, in conse- 
quence of having lent his name to another 
such trick. 


Important !—Dr. Sevpa- 
mone has arrived in Wimpole Street, from 
Buxton !—Court Circular, Oct. 13. 


of which his- 


* For an amusing report 
trionic attempts, see Tur Lancer, Vol. V., 
Number 4. 
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MR. JOSHUA BROOKES. 


Ir pupils are to be prevented from in- 
specting the morbid alterations of structure 
after death, a most important part of medical 
education is denied them; and if the per- 
mission to do so be granted only on certain 
conditions, which amount almost to prohibi- 
tions, the value of the opportunities afforded 
in a large hospital for pathological study, must 
be lost to many, Nothing can be more ab- 
surd, than the practice of allowing three or 
four menials to extort from the students 
certain sums of money, for permission to 
attend a post mortem examination. We 
thought, at one time, that the fault rested 
with the Governors ; but we now find, that 
the SurGcrons themselves are the persons 
who are not only winking at the imposition, 
but absolutely sanctioning it, to save their 
own pockets! This is too bad, consider- 
ing the immense sums of money annually 
drawn from the students for attendance on 
the hospital practice. The three porters, 
or, as they are called, box-carriers, are the 
servants of the sunGrons, and are paid by 
them. The surgeons make their dressers 
pay an extra haif-guinea for the bex-carrier / 
Many of the pupils are recommended to 
give something to the box-carrier, and some 
of them are fools enough to do it, after 
having paid the regular fees to the surgeons, 

In addition to these sources of revenue to 
the box-carriers, the ‘‘ sirpenny tar” was 
established; and although a sixpence ap- 
pears a paltry sum, yet, in the course of a 
season, the number of sixpences paid pro- 
duces no inconsidcrable amount. Searcely a 
day passes, in which an examination of a 
surgical case is not made ; and often three 
or four in the same day; and if it should so 
happen that Dr. Larnam should be ex- 
amining a medical case at the same time, a 
shilling is demanded by these Cerberi, and no 
pupil is allowed to enter the domain of Pluto 
without paying, or promising to pay, the shil- 
ling, although the surgeons’ pupils may know 
nothing of Dr. Latham’s cases. The inso- 
lence, too, of these fellows, is excessive ; and 


it not unfrequently happens that they accost 
the students in the streets, and demand a 
sixpence, or a shilling, or, it may be, some 
two or three. If the students put up with 
this any longer, we shall regard them as so 
many chickens. Now that they know with 
whom the power of removing this imposition 
rests, they should take such measures as 
will secure its removal. It is a disgrace 
to the surgeons of that hospital, a disgrace 
which does not attach itself to any other 
hospital in London. 

So successful is the practice at this Hos- 
pital, that some students who have been 
diligent in their cultivation of morbid ana- 
tomy, have had ten and some twelve pounds 
thus unjustly taken from them in the course 
of the year, by this imposition, this tar on 
the pupils, supported by the Sunceons of 
Bartholomew’s Hospital. 


Mr. Josuva Brooxes has vaeated the 
anatomical chair in favour of Mr. Canpvue. 
His health has suffered of late very much, 
and being asked by a friend, why he had 
given up lecturing, he said: “ that he had 
done so because he did not wish to end his 
days in a dissecting room.” Mr. Brookes 
is an excellent anatomist, and was a good 
teacher, but he sometimes appeared to make 
his descriptions unnecessarily minute. One 
of his pupils who had attended the Theatre 
by Covent-garden more frequently than that 
in Blenheim Street, found himself rather at 
fault toward the end of the course, and at- 
tributing his ignorance to Mr. Brooks’ 
minute method of teaching, determined jto go 
where anatomy was taught more in wholesale. 
He accordingly took his place in a large dis- 
secting room, and fixed upon the lower ex- 
tremity, to display his skill. He had cleaned 
the muscles on the back of the thigh, and 
arrived at the sciatic nerve. He was puz- 
zled to know what this was, and his neigh. 
bour seeing him perplexed, asked what he 
thought of it. ‘ It seems like muscle,” said 
the young gentleman, “‘ but I believe it is 
ouly one of Brookes’ minutia, so here goes,” 
and with one stroke of the scalpel, he severed 
it from the limb. 
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Ox Tuesday morning last, Mr. Eance, 
having seen his patients for the day, pro- 
ceeded to the dead-house, attended by thirty 
or forty pupils, with the intention of exa- 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Tne Society held its third meeting on 


mining a body, in the progress of whose Monday, 9th instant. Dr. Ciurrersves, 


case, whilst living, he felt much interested ; 
when, as usual, he found the Beadle had de- 


the president, in the chair. 


The minutes of the preceding meeting 


by having been read, the discussions com- 
most unrighteous haste,” to the people who ‘ 
had be wf menced. Before we give any account of 
come securities the ue perform-| we desk 
ance of the funeral obsequies. Mr. Earle, des 
why the huge, rusty, tricocked hat, the 
on finding this to be the case, went, greatly 7 
knotted black staff, and the gilded serpent 
ote are allowed to disgrace the table of a scien- 


pies, and desired to see him; he, nothing 
loth, made his appearance. 


tific association, in 1826? We remember 
when the Apothecaries’ bolus slabs were, 


Mr. Earle. What is this you have been | after the fashion of the Dutch tiles sur- 
doing, Gates ; there was a patient died yes-| rounding the chimney, ornamented with 
terday, whose body I was most anxious to Apollo, the Dragon and the Rhi 


examine, and hy your officiousness, in pre- 


maturely sending for the securities, I have | the Opifer que per orbem dicor flourishing be- 
been disappointed '—Gates. (In a most in-| neath in all the luxury of the potter's pen- 


sulting manner.) It is the rule of the Hos- 


pital to do so ten hours after death. I have| ‘il; amd, until very lately, one of our 


done my duty. 


monthly’s sought to astonish the vulgar, by 


_Mr. Earle: You might, at least, out of| exhibiting the twisted serpent on its title- 
civility, inform the surgeons (to whom the page, surmounted with the display of some 


patients are so much indebted) of the cir- 


cumstance.—Gates. Oh! that is not at all} uncouth Greek. But although Machaon 
misite ; besides, I had as much right to} ang Podalirius may now guard the portals of 


tell the other parties. I did not know where 
you was to be found. (Palpable falsehood.) 


Mr. Earle. Well, Sir, for the future, first 
apply to the House Surgeons.—Gaies. I do 


the building in Lincoln's Inn,—although 
three gilded saddles may fitly adorn the en- 
trance to Saddler’s Hall, or a bunch of 


not know whether I shall or not. I shull| grapes the village ale-house, we can see no 
first make inquiries.—A pretty system this! | asm why the president and council of the 


London Medical Society should retain the 
symbols of superstition and mystery. It is 


Me. Bexsamtn Travers, since his removal! unbecoming the present cheracter of the 
from the Stones, has become a wit. A young! Society, and the liberal spirit of the times. 
woman, named Avery, under the care of the! such things might de in the days of Dr. 
senior surgeon of St. Thomas's, was suppos-/ Fotheryill, but science now walks abroad in 
ed by him to be pregnant. One day, when pas-|4 plain attire, and is, when unadorned, 
ing through the ward, Benjamin looked at the | adored the most. 


ticket placed at the foot of the patient's bed, 


Mr. Krycpow related a curious case 


on which was written her name ; and having | which he had attended in company with 
collected himself into an air of importance, | Mr. Lawrence ; it was supposed that the 


lady, who had been married a shoit time be- 


diluted with a waggish smile, which led us . . 
ong “. fore, had an imperforate vagina; but it was 
to expect ‘something good,” he at length | discovered, after a very minute examination, 


said, “ That is an Avery, (aviary,) which, if 
I mistake not, contains a little bird.” 


that she had no vagina; there was a fleshy 
pouch, the fundus of which appeared to be 
attached to the rectum ; for when the upper 
Again we exclaim—Oh, rare Ben Travers! | part of this pouch was drawn rte 
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means of Assalini’s tenaculum, it to 
draw the rectum forward also. state 
of misery into which both parties have been 
thus pluaged, my be very easily conceived ; 
it , as Mr. Kingdon properly ob- 
served, the grossest neglect, not ouly on 


the part of the accoucheur, who had dehver- 
ed the young lady, in not examining the 


parts more accurately, and reporting it to 
the friends, but also on the part of the 
nurses, and those who had the early manage- 
ment of the child. 

Mr. Kincpon mentioned, as the converse 
of this case, another, equally singular, 
which had occurred ir his practice, in which 
there was a vagina of about three inches in 
length, but no uterus. He had availed him- 
self also of the opinion of Mr. Lawrence, in 
the present instance; and although they 
had both made a most careful examination 
of the parts, with the aid of Weiss’s specu- 
lum vagine, and had most cautiously investi- 
gated the case, no uterus could be Lorectod ; 
the upper part of the vagina appearing to lie 
in contact with the surface of the rectum, 
beyond which nothing could be felt. This 
ees had the usual female figure ; but the 

reasts, although of a moderate size, ap- 
peared to be so rather from a state of general 
embonpoint, than from a development of the 
glandular structure. 

Mr. Lanosrarr asked Mr. Kingdon, whe- 
ther it was not more probable that a uterus 
did exist, although it might not have been 
developed. 

Mr. KinGnow replied, that although he 
had instituted many careful examinations, 
no such structure could be detected, and of 
course it was not considered prudent to at- 
tempt an operation in such a case. 

Mr. Brown related a case which had oc- 
curred some years ago in his practice, in 
which the vagina was not perfectly formed, 
but which had been relieved by puncturing 
what appeared the extremity of the pouch 
with fine trochar ; a considerable quantity 
of fluid was discharged, and the ean dd very 
well. 

Mr. Cactoway mentioned a curious case, 
in which the anterior parietes of the abdo- 
men were wauting ina child, The ureters 
appeared to open in the midst of a fungous 
fleshy tumour, a little distance above the 
pubis. He mentioned the case as one show- 
ing a very singular example of defective or- 
ganization, es that subject had been entered 
upon by the preceding speakers. 

Dr. Jonnson related the case of a lady, 
about 40 years of age, residing in the rm 
hourhood of Blackheath, who had been af- 
flicted for many years with a very pemumd 


psa so that the shutting ofa door threw her 
ost into convulsions. Her bowels were 
very irregular, being moved only about once 
in eight days ; but it was found that purging 
rather aggravated than alleviated the com- 
plaint. She had occasional convulsive ac- 
tions of different parts of the body, but 
without a loss of consciousness. We have not 
room to go into all the symptoms detailed by 
Dr. Johnson, but he supposed that the cause 
of the disease was to be sought for in some 
morbidly irritable state of the nerves supply- 
ing the viscera, and, on that principle, he 
ordered the nitrate of silver, which he had 
frequently used with success in such cases, 
and was glad to say that it had not failed in 
the present. He had given the nitrate in 
large doses, until he had reached as much as 
five grains in the day, without finding any in- 
convenience. He had given it to this lady, 
and had continued it for three months, and 
was happy to say now that she was much re- 
lieved. ite adopted this plan of treatment 
in the present case, because the purging 
plan had utterly failed in the hands of former 
physicians who had the management of the 
case, and from having seen great benefit de- 
rived from the judicious use of the same me- 
dicine in some cases of chronic dysentery. 

Mr. Kiycpow thought Dr. Johnson’s case 
was highly instructive, as cases frequently 
occurred in the routine of the general prac- 
titioner in which the treatment adopted by 
Dr. Johnson might be very useful. 

Dr. Civrrer suck said that he deemed the 
case of Dr. Johuson very useful in a prac- 
tical point of view, but could not agree with 
the views taken of its pathology. He 
thought that the symptoms mentioned were 
more referrible to the brain, than to the con- 
dition of the bowels. It appeared to him a 
variety of epilepsy or brain affection, and 
the increase of excitability ia all the senses 
of hearing and so forth, appeared to su 
port that opinion. Whilst on his legs 
should take the opportunity of mentionin 
a case which had come under his notice, 

a very singular kind. He had been called 
toa lady who manifested some of the symp- 
toms mentioned by Dr. Johnson ; he had con- 
sidered the case as a modification of epilepsy, 
and had treated it accordingly. The hand 
of thislady, whilst awake, was always firmly 
clenched, the nails were pressed so forcibly 
against the palm of the hand, that no exer- 
tion of his could open the hand ; but as she 
fell asleep this contraction gradually gave 
way, and when fast asleep, the fingers be- 
came as forcibly and rigidly extended, that 
is to say, as far as the structure of the joint 
would admit being bent backwards, con- 


affection. She was very meagre, and exces- ; siderably beyond a right line. 


sively irritable ; ordinary sounds producing 


Dr. Jouxson did not mean to deny that 


great disquietude, and often violent pain; the brain was also affected, but he contended 
with a general excitement of the nervous | that it was only in a secandary manner, the 
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alimentary canal being, as he conceived, 
primarily disordered, and the principal seat 
of the although he conf@ssed that 
it would be difficult to explain its nature. 

Mr. Lanosrtarr inquired of Dr. Johnson 
if the disease might not be in the colon, 
especially as he had mentioned thet the 
bowels were habitually constipated, and the 
feces passed in scybale. 

Dr. Jouxson replied, that he had carefully 
examined the whole of the colon soon after 
it had been emptied, and he could never 
find any marks of disease in it; from the 
emaciated condition of the patient, he thought 
that if any disease had existed there, he 
could have detected it. 

Dr. Brake observed, that Dr. Johnson 
had said, that he had been induced to try 
the nitrate of silver in the present case, 
from having seen frequent good effects pro- 
duced by the same medicine in chronic dy- 
sentery. He (Dr. Blake) was at a loss to 
conceive how a caustic substance could do 
good in chronic dysentery, that disease being 
generally attended with ulceration of the 
mucous membrane of the intestines. He 
knew a gentleman who had put a solution 
of lunar caustic to an inflamed eye, and 
the disease had been aggravated. He could 
recommend a better remedy for chronic 
p age we and in the numerous cases of 

t disease he had seen in the Baltic and 
other places, he had never known it to fail ; 
infallible, it will be observed, like Dr. 

lake’s ge J for tooth-ache ;) it was a 
combination rhubarb, ipecacuanha, and 


um. 
“Ptr. Iuirr said, that as regarded the in- 
ference which Dr. Blake had drawn from a 
comparative consideration of the action of 
the nitrate of silver on the eye and the 
bowels, he thought it must be regarded as 
erroneous, as there was little or no analogy 
in the two cases. He believed that large 
doses of that substance might be given with- 
out producing any ill effect; he had pre- 
scribed it for an epileptic patient, progres- 
sively increasing the dose until he had 
es ten grains daily, and was afraid to go 

rther for fear of discolouring the skin. 
It did no good; but it did not appear to 
produce any mischief. 

Dr. Ronents said, that the remedy men- 
tioned by Dr. Blake for chronic dysentery 
could not be depended on. He had fre- 
quent opportunities of seeing that disease 
in all its forms, and frequently in its very 
worst, among the seamen, who, on coming 
home from abroad, were sent into the Sea- 
men’s Hospital. He had made repeated 
trials with such a combinatton of medicine, 
but without any beneficial result. He had 
found a combination of calomel and opium, 


PREVALENCE OF REMITTENT FEVER. 


leave to say, that 
he did not mean to insinuate that the nitrate 
of silver would cure chronic dysentery ; he 
knew to the contrary. Many cases admitted 
of no cure, but much benefit might be de- 
rived in many, from a very strict ula- 


Dr. Jounsox 


tion of the diet, and small doses of the 
nitrate of silver. He repeated this, lest 
he should be misunderstood. 

After some further discussion, which had 
no relation to the matter of the argument, 
the Meeting broke up. 


PREVALENCE OF REMITTENT 
FEVER. 
A Correspondent, who has lately visited 
the fenny districts 6f Lincolashire and Cam- 
bridgeshire, informs us, that fever of a re- 
mittent type prevailed throughout these 
parts during the last two months, to such 
an extent, that scarcely a house bat one or 
more of its inmates have been the subject 
of fever. 
Notwithstanding that much has been 
effected, more especially by the patriotic 
efforts of the Duke of Bedford, towards 
draining the fens, still there is a large tract 
of country which is overfiown in the winter 
8 , and c tly in which stagnant 
waters abound. The inhabitants of these 
districts are therefore subject to the ende- 
mic affections peculiar to marshy countries, 
and it usually happens that an autumnal 
fever, more or less, prevails, which com- 
mences in October and mostly assumes the 
remittent type. 

But, according to our Correspondent’s 
statement, the disease on the present occa- 
sion made its appearance in the month of 
August, when a long, hot, and dry summer, 
which had almost desolated the face of the 
country, was succeeded by slight rains. In 
some cases, he observes, the disease com- 
menced as a quotidian intermittent, and 
after a short time, the intermissions becom- 
ing less and less perceptible, the fever gra- 
dually assumed the remittent form, in which 
the cold stage was very slight, and the hot 
protracted and severe, the remissions, or 
exacerbations, being in many instances very 
inconsiderable. With some patients, the 
fever at first assumed a remittent type, and 
ended as an intermittent. 

There was no one particular organic affec- 
tion attendant upon, or characteristic of, 
this fever, but in its progress different or- 
gans in different individuals became affected. 
In some, the functions of the brain were 
disturbed—in others, not at all; with many, 
the liver and mucous membrane of the 
stomach: and bowels became the seat of 


the most useful remedy in that distressing 
complaint. 


disease, hence the functions of these parts 
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were deranged, and their secretions ren- | ration and thickening of the two laminz of 
dered of an unhealthy character. the omentum, 

With respect to the treatment a pouch, containing a uan a 
eases, this was, in a@ great measure, regu-| puriform fluid, mixed with ms, “A 
lated by the concomitant symptoms. In | was the 
some cases it was necessary to deplete, in| two lamine of the omentum, which 
order to relieve the inflammation of some __ contained ?—7 a pint of a similar fluid. 
particular organ ; but the fever, it appears, issection ‘ye Ball.—The optic nerve 
was in general attended with so much pro- | of the nffectod eye was found to be perfectly 
stration of strength, that the patients could | similar to that of the opposite side, from the 
but ill bear the loss of blood. The treat- | thalamus till it entered the globe. The con- 
ment found to be most successful consisted | sistence or density of the sclerotica was not 
in the exhibition of the sulphate of quinine, bn po | altered. The choroid coat ap- 
in doses of two or three grains every three resem rather paler than natural, and being 
or four hours. acerated at one small point, during the dis- 

It would seem that the late hot weather | section, a quantity of a creamy fluid escaped. 
operated in giving to the customary febrile | On turning back the choroid coat, the pos- 
affections of this part of the country, more|terior chamber appeared filled with an 
than usually severe character, which fact | opaque white mass, on the anterior part of 
is in strict accordance with the opinion ex-| which lay the crystalline lens. By immer- 
pressed by one of the best writers on the | sion in spirits the retina was rendered more 
subject of marsh diseases—Montfalcon. He | opaque than the new production, and was 
observes, that marshy emanations are fur | found of its natural appearance, and envelop- 
more powerful in hot climates than in cold, | ing the diseased growth. The hyaloid mem- 
and that the more intense the heat of the! brane also surrounded the tumour, and had 
atmosphere, the more rapid in their march | become opaque in a few points where the 
are the diseases engendered by marsh efftu- | diseased production was found firmly adher- 
via. ing toit. This presented a mass consisting 
of granules, or lobules, united by fine reticu- 
lated membrane. It seemed to have com- 
menced at the point where the optic nerve 
pierces the sclerotic coat, at Jeast it was con- 


nected to that point by a small icle, 

HOSPITAL REPORTS. which was oud with the sone’ mass 
—— attached to the hyaloid membrane, the struc- 

ture of the whole being perfectly identical ; 
HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, | viz. small granules, about the size of a mil- 


let seed, connected ther by reticulated 
Panton Square, St, James's. pads andy 


FUNGUS HAMATODES OF THE EVE. FUNGUS MELANODES OF THE CONJUNCTIVA 


A boy, 2 years and8 months, applied| A. B., aged 40, The form of the anterior 
for advice, having a very considerable swell- | chamber is changed, the cornea having be- 
ing of his abdomen, which had commenced|come prominent and irregular on its sur- 
six months before, and for which he had used | face, and it has lost its natural transparency, 
a variety of remedies. Tis urine was spar- having an appearance as if it were filled and 
ing in quantity, and when cooled became | distended with a dark blue substance. These 
milky ; his bowels were opened two or three | changes of the anterior chamber came on 
times a day, and the evacuations were dark- | about six years ago, after an attack of puri- 
coloured ; his nights were restless, with oc- ‘form ophthalmia, and are nothing more than 
casional screams during sleep. When the | the usual appearances of staphyloma. But 
abdomen became extremely tense he was | the peculiarity of this case consists in a 
tapped, and nine pints of a greenish-coloured | portion of the conjunctiva covering the nasal 
fluid evacuated, The swelling soon re-ap- | side of the sclerotica, being converted into a 

red; he was tapped a second time, and | dark-coloured mass, precisely the shade of 
died in a few days aiterwards. Indian ink. ‘The tumour is not larger than 

It had been remarked, some weeks previ-| the nail of the litte finger, but of an irregu- 
ous to his decease, that there was a peculiar | lar and angular shape, and flattish. It seems 

pearance in his left eye; the bottom of) to consist ma mere thickening of the con- 
the posterior chamber having a metallic lus- | juactiva, which membrane is still moveable 
tre, produced by a yellowish opaque body. | on the xclerotic coat. It was first observed 

4 nces in the Abdomen.—A large bag twelve months ago, in the form ofa small 
was found, adhering to the peritonaum, and | black spot, a part of which was removed 
the sac was found to be formed by the sepa-| @ surgeon, since which it bas increased 
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examples, some of which are delineated in 
his Morbid Anatomy of the Eye, Vol. I. 


FUNGUS MELANODES OF THE BRAIN. 


Mr. Wardrop exhibited, at the hospital, a 
most interesting specimen of melanosis of 
the brain, taken from a patient (a farmer) 
fifty-eight years of age, whose right eye he 

extirpated upwards of three years ago. 
The operation consisted in removing a 
growth of nearly ten years duration from 
the right orbit, of so large a size as to render 
the extirpation barely practicable, from its 
close contact with the bony cavity. No re- 
mains of any of the natural structures of the 
globe were recognisable in the diseased 
mass, except the sclerotica, which had burst 
asunder, and was distended by the different 
portions of the tumour. This tumour con- 
sisted of a dark brown or blackish substance, 
rather firmer than brain, but in some parts 
so soft as readily to be washed away with 
water. 

The patient recovered quickly after the ope- 
ration, and got apparently into perfect health. 
He continued free of ailment, until about 15 
months ago, when he hada fit, which left no 
effect but that of weakness, and on the fol- 
lowing day he went about his farm as usual. 
He had a second fit six months afterwards, 
which was followed by a great degree of 
weakness, and some difhculty of s h. In 
a few months he had a third fit, followed by 
loss of power of his right arm, and his speech. 
The fits now became more frequent, and he 
lost the power of his right leg, together 
with that of both limbs of the left side, ex- 
cept the joint of his left hand, which was 
never affected, and which he —_ to make 
signs with until his death. powers of 
the mind were never impaired. 

Appearances after Dissection.—The vessels 
of the dura mater were slightly injected, 
and there were several small pieces of lyanph 
in the superior longitudinal sinus, the pia 
mater was very vascular, thickened, and 
opaque at several points. The substance of 
both hemispheres at their posterior part was 
unusually soft, and readily yielded to a slight 
of the cutting into the 

misphere, on a e with the corpus 
callosum, a large dark sanguineous Am 
itself, which at first had the 
coagulated blood, but on ex- 
amining it minutely, it was found to be of 
a firm consistence, having numerous small 
vessels passing through its substance. This 
mass seemed to have no connexion with the 
surrounding brain, which was quite natural, 
and formed a sort of bed for it. By immer- 


tracted, and the mass which remained wes of 
a dark brown colour, consisting ofa very loose 
cellular tissue. In the substance of the 
right hemisphere there were also several 
dark-coloured masses of the size of a pigeon’s 
egg, very similar in texture to that found 
on the left side. 

The ventricles contained a small quantity 
of serum, and the choroid plexus wes of an 
unusually pale colour. The cerebellum a 
peared natural. The optic nerve on t 
right side, from its bifurcation to the orbit, 
was much wasted, having no medullary 
matter, and seemed to consist only of neu- 
rilema. At the extremity of the nerve, 
where it had been divided during the ex- 
tirpation of the eye, there was a hard tu- 
mour of the size of a smell nut, of a black 


granular appearance. 


EXTRACTION OF THE CATARACT. 
There have been two operations for the 
extraction of the cataract this week ; ove 
patient was an old woman, blind of both eyes, 
and whose constitution appeared in every 
respect healthy. ‘The operation was under- 
teken under the most favourable cireum- 
stances, as the eyes were in every respect 
sound, except the opacity of the crystalline. 
The lens of one eye only was removed. 
Mr. Wardrop made the incision of the cor- 
nea, as is recommended by him in a Paperin 
the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 
In the other case, the operation has not 
been undertaken under the same favourable 
circumstances. In one eye the lens bad been 
extracted by Mr. Wardrop, and the patient 
enjoyed very perfect vision for seven years 
afterwards; but without any evident cause the 
sight becan to deeay, and he is now nearly 
blind, though, to all appesrance, the eye is 
perfect ; both the cornea and the pupillar 
opening being transparent. There being a 
cataract in the other eye, it was deemed pro- 
rtoextract it; and the operation was per- 
ormed in the same manner as the former, 
excepting that the incision was made up- 
wards, 


GUY’S HOSPITAL 

CASE OF FMPYPMA, IN WHICH UPWARDS 

op 200 OUNCES OF PUS WERE EVACUATED 

FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF THE THORAX. 
Tuer of this interesting case are 
as follow :—Benjamin Saxton, wtat. 25, 4 
working jeweller, pale and emaciated in 
appearance, was admitted into Job’s Ward 
on Wednesday, August 16th, under the 
care of Mr. Morgan, on account of a tumour 


sion in water, a quantity of Was ex- 


in the left lumbar region. 


{ 
88 CASE OF EMPYEMA. 
W size. This is considered by Mr. Wardrop 
Log as an example of melanosis affecting the 
y conjunctiva, of which he has seen a few} 
| 
| 
fe 
at 
H 
te 
ex 
i pr 
bu 
in 
be 
4 sid 
ex 
if} 
the 
un 
mi: 
tug 
ane 
acc 
cir 
att 
or 
ant 
pre 
a pee 
mg 
the 
int 
ed, 
pre 
fixe 
ati 
| He 
| tha 
cin 
the 
the 
the 
i incl 
righ 
forn 
sym 


& 


CASE OF EMPYEMA. 89 


cough and pain in the side, when he applied 
at Bartholomew’s Hospital as an out-patient, 
and obtained considerable relief; shortly 


this continued for three months. He was 
then recommended to go into the country, 
where he remained for a long time, until his 
health became so much improved, that he 
was enabled to return to town, and pursue 
his ordinary avocation. In the course of ¢ 
few months he experienced another attack ; 
at this time he had violent pain in the Jef: 
side on inspiration, with a distressing cough. 
He was repeatedly bled from the arm, blis- 
ters were applied, and various medicines 
exhibited ; he was confined to his bed three 
months, and his medical attendant at length 
pronounced his case hopeless. He gradually, 
but very slowly rallied ; however, the Hs 
in the side diminished, and the cough be- 
came less troublesome. When he had 
gained sufficient streugth to move about, he 
became sensible of an undulation in the left 
side of the chest ; to use his own familia 
expressions, he felt “‘ a squashing noise, as 
if half a pail of water had been poured into 
the chest.” He experienced this sensation 
until within six months previous to his ad- 
mission into the Hospital, at which time the 
tumour in the loins first made its appear- 
ance, 

On stripping the patient with a view oi 
accurately examining the tumour, the first 
circumstance that powerfully arrested the 
attention was the preternatural expansion 
or dilatation of the left side of the thorax, 
and this prevailed in a most remarkable de- 
gree ; it had a rounded or barrel-like ap- 

arance, as if inflated, and afforded a strik- 
ing contrast to the emaciated condition oi 
the opposite side of the thorax. The lefi 
intercostal spaces, instead of being depress- 
ed, aa they are in thin persons, were more 
prominent than the ribs; the latter wer 
fixed, and so much elevated as to be nearly 


tions were very indistinct, whilst on the 
sens the sternum they were so for- 
cible as to be ible at some distance 
from the patient. The heart appeared to 
be completely pushed to the right side of 
the sternum, for the pulsations observable 
in the right intercostal spaces, were pre- 
cisely as, under natural circumstances, 
would have occurred on the left side. The 
patient’s respiration was difficult, short, 
and frequent, being principally performed 
through the medium of the diaphragm. 
The left ribs were, as before stated, im- 
moveable, but the motion of the ribs on the 
right side was natural. The patient stated 
that he could only lie on the left side, and 
that if he attempted to place himself on his 
right side, he experienced a most distress- 
mg sense of suffocation. The pulse at the 
wrist was frequent, but it was regular. The 
left side of the chest, when struck, bad a 
dull feshy sound ; the sound emitted on the 
right side was healthy. No respiratory mur- 
mur could be heard on applying the stethos- 
cope over the left side of the chest, with 
the exception of about an inch and a half 
m the side of the spine, where it may be 
supposed the air was passing into the large 
bronchie. 

With respect to the tumour in the loins, 
it was equal in magnitude to a moderate 
sized orange, and was situated between the 
last rib and crista of the ilium, at some 
listance from the spine. It was soft, fluc- 
tuating, aud readily emptied of its contents, 
by making pressure upon it for a short time, 
but was again speedily filled, when the 
pressure wasremoved., There wasa distinct 
yulsatory motion to be felt throughout the 
whole extent of the swelling, and on direct- 
ing the patient to cough, the impulse given 
‘o the contents was very great. The inte- 
guments were discoloured generally ; in the 
centre, however, they =! ¢ a dark red ap- 
pearance, as if on the immediate point of 
ulceration. 

22. A valvular incision was made this 
morning through the integuments covering 
the tumour, and upwards of twenty ounces 
f ** laudable pus” drawn off. The opera- 
tion afforded much relief to the patient's 


at right angles with the vertebral col 
Hence the left nipple was higher by an incl 


than that of the opposite side, and on tra- |) 04 


cing the ribs of each side, it was found that 
they did not correspond. The left side of 
the chest, as measured from the middle oj 
the sternum to the spine of the sixth dor- 
sal vertebra, was found to be nearly two 
inches more in cireumference than th 
right side measured from the same points. 
An alteration in the position of the hcart 
formed another prominent and remarkable 
symptom in this case. On the left side, 
over the usual site of the heart, the pulsa- 


The opening was carefully 


closed, and a bandage applied round the 
removed, 


ly. 
23. The dressings and band 
and twenty ounces of pus drawn off. 
25. The patient was attacked with fe- 
brile symptoms last night, not preceded 
chilliness ; his pulse this morning is upwa 
of 120; the skin hot; breathing much hur- 
vied, and tongue furred. The bowels have 
seen freely acted upon by castor oil, Twenty 
sunces of pus evacuated to-day. 


26, Better; pulse less quick ; ordered 
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r years, ac- 
count evinced a series of attacks of thoracic 
inflammation. He was first affected with 1 
after, however, he became much worse, 7 
and after expectorating viscid phlegm of ; 
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ration in the ptoms. 

29. The pain in the side has gone off; 
he obtained some sleep night, 
and ired very profusely. e pulse is 
small and feeble, the respiration short and 
hurried, but less laborious. The patient 
has frequent cough, attended with expec- 
toration of a viscid ne He takes freely 
of beef tea, which indeed constitutes bis 
principal support. Twenty ounces of pus were 
to-day ; the béndage is kept on, but 
the matter discharges through it. 

30. Complaining much of flying pains 

- about the chest ; twenty ounces of pus taken 
from the tumour ; the patient ordered a mut- 
ton chop daily. 

31. Six ounces of pus taken away. 

Sept. 1. We found the patient to-day 
sitting up in his bed ; but his respiration, as 
he himself remarked, is more difficult in this 
than in the recumbent position. The pulse 
is still quick and small ; the tongue is moist, 
and the bowels open. The cough and ex- 
pectoration continue. Forty ounces of pus 
evacuated this morning. The matter is of a 
very healthy character, possessing all the 

tials of what is termed ‘ laudable 


6. Sixteen ounces of pus drawn off. The 
patient appears tous to be rapidly losing 
strength, and the cough is more frequent. 
The expectoration is more copious, of a 
brownish colour, and of a muco-purulent 
kind. Pulse upwards of 120, and very feeble. 

8. Eight ounces of pus taken from the chest, 

9, Complains of debility; the cough is 
frequent and distressing. The matter is 
now constantly issuing from the tamour ; the 
opening having ulcerated, its flow is of 
course unrestrained. 

13. Linseed meal poultices are now ap- 
plied over the opening, and the matter is 
allowed to discharge in them. It is copious, 
thin, and very offensive, and if pressure be 
made around the ing, the matter issues 
out, mixed with air. lie takes wine with 
arrow-root, and strong beef tea. 

15. The constitutional powers are evi- 
dently sinking. The cough is exceedingly 
harassing ; the expectoration copiots, and 
more decidedly of a purulent nature. The 
stethoscope indicates nullity of respiration 
over the left lung. 

18, Progressively becoming worse ; the 


quently.’ 
From the date of the last report, 
tient was gradually sinking until the @: 
, when he died. There was 


August to the 7th of Se: 
ir lependent of that which oozed through 
the bandage. 


P ‘mati 

Thorar.—The left cavity of the thorax was 
filled with air, and contained about ten or 
twelve ounces of the same offensive matter 
which had issued from the opening in the 
loins for some time previous to the patient's 
decease. The left lung was observed to be 
lying in the upper part of the chest, and so 
much compressed that it was not larger 
than a closed fist ; it was firm to the feel, 
and when cut into, was found to be very 
dark coloured, but was not otherwise dis- 
eased. The pleura pulmonalis and pleura 
costalis, were covered with a layer of coagu- 
lable lymph, which was readily removed; 
the teh lung had become adherent to the 
side at its upper part, but the adhesions 
were evidently of long standing. Both the 
costal and pulmonic pleura were much 
thickened throughout, but the thickening 
was more especiully evident at that portion 
of the pleura covering the diaphragm. The 
opening through which the matter had pass- 
ed, was situated between the eleventh and 
twelfth rib, and the cyst of the tumour was 
formed by an elongation of the of the 
pleura. On the right side of the thorax, 
with the exception of old adhesions between 
the pleura, there was no evidence of dis- 
ease until the right lung was removed, when 
it was found that there were two small vo- 
mica or abscesses at its upper part, and near 
to the bifurcations of the Pronchia 

From this description, it is evident that 
the accumulation of matter in the left cavity 
ofthe thorax, was the product, or the effect, 
of pleuritic inflammation, from which, in- 
deed, ina great majority of instances, em- 
pyema is known to arise. The patient's 
own account of the inflammatory disorder 
and of its termination in suppuration, was 
very complete, and the symptoms under 
which he laboured when admitted into the 
Hospital, were so characteristic of an effu- 
sion of matter having taken place withia 
the cavity of the chest, that it was impossi- 
ble to mistake the nature of the case. The 
symptoms under which the patient first la- 
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by infusion of cascarilla, with diluted sulphuric | pulse is very feeble and quick, the cough 
ae acid, to be taken three times a-dey. “Feswen and distressing. The discharge 
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INJURY TO 


boured after his admission, may be said to 
be rather attributable to the mechanical in- 
fluence of the pus in obstructing the func- 
tions of the heart and of the lungs, than to 
any disturbance in the constitution from the 
copious suppuration, But when the cavity 
of the thorax became exposed, the same 
efiects followed as we find in psoas abscess, 
when an opening is made and not imme- 
diately closed ; the matter became changed 
in character, and great disturbance of the 
animal economy ensued, which, as we have 
seen, eventually terminated in death. 


CANCEROUS DISEASE OF THE MAMMA— 
OPERATION. 

FP. G., a woman 44 years of , with dark 
hair, and florid eungheaian, tame into the 
Hospital under the care of Mr. B. Cooper, 
on account of a tumour in the right mamma. 
She stated that the disease commenced near- 
ly twelve months ago, when she discovered 
« very small but hard swelling—a “ kernel” 
as she termed it. The tumour went on pro- 
gressively increasing, and at the time the 
patient was admitted into the Hospital was 
of the size of the palm of the hand. It was 
very hard, irregular on its surface, and firm 
bands could be traced as it were radiating 
from its centre; and it appeared that the 
greater portion of the glandular structure of 
the breast was involved in the disease. The 
tumour was perfectly moveable, not having 
become attached to the muscle beneath, or 
to the skin above; the nipple was not re- 
tracted ; there was an indurated gland to be 
felt in the axilla. There was one remark- 
able fact attendant upon this case, namely, 
that the patient experienced little or no pain 
in the swelling of the breast; she said that 
she felt occasional pain in the axilla. She 
ceased to menstruate when about 40 years of 
age; is the mother of five children, all of 
whom she suckled; she bore the last about 
eight years since. Mr. Bransby Cooper, 
having explained to the patient his opinion 
of the nature of the disease, namely, that it 
was a Cancerous tumour, proposed an opera- 
tion for its removal, to which the poor wo- 
man readily assented. 

Oa Tuesday last the operation was per- 
formed. Mr. Cooper made two longitudinal 
elliptical incisions through the integuments, 
which included the diseased mass, and it was 
then dissected out. Several diseased glands 
were afterwards removed from the axilla. 
A section of the tumour was made, which 
clearly evinced its character. In the centre 
it was nearly of the consistence of cartilage, 
and from this, narrow white ligamentous 
bands were seen passing to the circumfer- 
ence of the tumour. The other portion of 
the disease was much less compact in struc- 
ture than the bands and central point of the 


swelling. 


THE HEAD. 1 


CASE IN WHICH A VERY LARGE CALCULUS 
WAS FOUND IMPACTED WITHIN THE URE- 
THRA, AND REMOVED BY AN OPERATION. 


Edward Keen was admitted into Cornelins’- 
ward, on the 20th of September, under the - 
care of Mr. Key. He had for upwards of 
twelve months laboured under what was sup- 
posed to be disease of the bladder; the 
symptoms of which were great pain and irri- 
tation along the urethra, straining and diffi- 
culty in making water, and at length the 
urine dribbled away involuntarily. Mr. 
Key, on passing a sound, about a week after 
the patient's admission, was sensible of a 
roughness or grating which was communi- 
cated to the instrument at the membranous 
portion of the urethra, and two days after- 
wards the point of the sound so decidedly 
struck on a hard substance, apparently a 
stone, that Mr. Key determined on making 
an incision in the perineum with a view to 
its removal. 
The patient was taken into the operating 
| theatre, and it was found on cutting into the 
membranous portion of the urethra that a 
calculus of large size was firmly impacted in 
|this part. It was necessary to use consider- 
| able force in order to remove it, and it was 
| only effected by making a lever of one blade 
| of the forceps, to which force it yielded. Lt 
was of the size ofa large hen’s egg, flatten- 
ed, and appeared to be a lithic acid calculus. 
The operation was performed on the 2d of 
October, and on the 1¢th we found him free 
from any constitutional disturbance ; the 
urine passing through the wound in the perie 
newn. Two days subsequent to thisa flexi- 
ble cathether was introduced into the blad- 
der, and has since been retained there. The 
wound in the perineum is healing fast. 


SLICMT INJURY OF THE HEAD, WHICH PROV] 
FD FATAL AT A REMOTE PERIOD FROM 
THE ACCIDENT, 


A stout plethoric man, | about 40 
years of age, was brought to the ital on 
Wednesday noon, Sept. 20. He was in a 
state of complete insensibility, and apparent - 
ly as if asleep; shaking him and loudly calle 
ing in his ear produced no effect upon him. 
The head and face were so much swollen as 
to manga great disfigurement, and the 
swelling of the eye-lids was such as com- 
pletely to close the eyes. There was great 
heat about the scalp, and it had an edema- 
tous feel; the pulse at the wrist was scarce- 
ly distinguishable. The friend who accom- 
panied him stated that he had, about a fort- 
night previously, received an injury in the 
head from the handle of a crane, which 
struck him on the forehead and occasioned a 
small wound. The accident, however, was 
considered by him to be of so trifling a na- 
ture, that he went on with his accustomed 
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avocations, and being a man of intemperate 
habits he also indulged freely in his usual 
potations, until he was attacked with violent 
pain in the head, and the symptoms which 
we have enumerated above rapidly succeed- 
ed. All that we could learn of his treatment 
prior to admission was that he had been bled 
and purged. There was an oblique wound im- 
mediately over the left froutal sinus, of about 
an inch in extent, from which there was no 
discharge. Mr. Key simply directed a dose 
of colocynth and calomel to be given imme- 
diately, the head to be shaved, and cold lo- 
tions applied. 

Sept. 21. The bowelshave been very free- 
ly purged, but the feces and urine are both 

unconsciously. He lies in the same 
msensible state as yesterday; there is, 
however, more general heat over the body, 
and the pulse is soft and compressible. 
There is no discharge from the wound ; the 
integuments of the scalp are still puffy, and 
the eye-lids swollen. He was directed to be 
bled from the arm to the amount of ten 
ounces, and a blister to be applied to the 
nape of the neck. Decoction of poppies to 
be used as a fomentation in lieu of the cold 
lotion ; a poultice to be applied over the 
wound. 

22. The man is evidently sinking ; 
great and instantaneous depression followed 
the bleeding of yesterday. The extremities 
are now cold, and the pulse at the wrist 
faintly beating. Sinapisms were ordered to 
be applied, and the julep of anmmonia to be 
frequently exhibited. He lingered on until 
the afternoon, when be died. 

It is much to be regretted that the hody 
was removed, and thus no opportunity was 
mg of examining the condition of the 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


PPPICACY OF LODINE IN BRONCHOCELE. 


On Saturday last a young man presented 
himself at the hospital, who had formerly 
been u patient under the care of Dr. Eilict 

son, on account of a very large bronchocele. 
Jt appears that he remained in the Hospital 
about eleven months, was subsequently madc 
an cut-patient, and attended for the space oi 
six months. Soon efter his admission Dr. 
Etliotson commenced with the exhibition oi 
iodine ; the beneficial effects of the remedy for 
along time could not be perceived ; at length 
the tumour became softer, and gradually lcs- 
sened ; and at the time he left the Hospital 

was very materially diminished. He was en- 
couraged to persevere in the use of the icdine, 
and being sensible of the benefit derived 
theretrom, he adhered strictly to the direc- 


EXTENSIVE FRACTURE OF THE SKULL. 


tions given during the time he was an out- 
patient, and was thus ultimately entirely rid 
of the disease. When the patient first came 
under Dr. Elliotson’s care the tumour was 
so large as to be on a level with the chin, of 
course occasioning much 
difficulty of respiration. The > 
measured, was found to be upwards of seven- 
teen inches in circumference ; but on mea- 
suring it after the cure of the bronchocele, it 
was only thirteen inches round. The tinc- 
ture of iodine was first given, and the doses 
were gradually increased until the patient 
took twodrachms of the saturated tincture for 
adose. He did not, however, long continue 
taking this quantity, as it produced unplea- 
sant effects on the stomach and bowels. The 
internal use of the iodine was in consequence 
entirely omitted for a short time, but the pa- 
tient continued to use the iodine externally. 
At the period in which he was taking the 
large doses of the tincture we understand he 
was seen by Magendie, who expressed much 
surprise at the circumstance. 


SINGULAR TREATMENT OF CHOREA BY 
DR. WILLIAMS. 


We are free to confess ourselves ly in- 
debted to Dr. Williams—his ward-books are 
never-failing sources of amusement; and 
whenever we feel inclined to step from 

“grave to gay” we turn to the Doctor's 

“valuable monographs,” and wile away an 

hour. We have much on band—no small 

stock of fun ; let the following suffice for the 
present ; we give it as copied from the book 
of Ann's Ward. 

Jane Moss, et. 14, agrot. 5 days, Chorea— 
frightened Ly the acting of a ghost. 

TREATMENT. 

Oct. 6. 

Spivit of nitric ether, one drachm ; 
Camphor julep, one ounce ; 

to be tuken three times a day. 

We may simply remark that this is one of 
the most severe cases of chorea we Lave for 
some time witnessed. Jor Buuns would 
have prescribed mint julep; Dr. Williams 
prefers the exhibition of the spirit of nitric 
wther.— Extract trom Memoranda of Williams's 
Practice of Physic. 

CASE OF EXTENSIVE FRACTURE OF THE SKULT, 
WITH DEPRESSION OF BONE, UNATTENDED 
BY SYMPTOMS OF COMPRESSION OF THE 
BRAIN. 

Sept. 25. John Jones, a boy aged 15, re- 

ceived a severe blow on the back part of his 

head, about eight o'clock this morning, oc- 
casioned by a shert but heavy pole fulling 
from a scatiold twenty feet high. 

At ten o'clock, when he arrived at St. 
Thomas's, he was cold, his pulse 40, pupils 
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rather sluggish. He was so far sensible as 
to be able to answer questions correctly, ap- 
drowsy, his eyes constantly closed, 
except when ; no loss of sensation ; 
frequent retching, with occasional vomiting, 
the matter vomited contained a few streaks 
of darkish-eoloured blood, and he complained 
of pain in his head. A fracture, situated at 
the upper and back pert of the skull, was 
discovered, extending in a circle around the 
posenes and superior angles of the parietal 
and the triangular portion of the ocei- 

ital bone, including a space as large as a 
full-sized orange, being in diameter three 
inches, and nine in circumference. The 
bones seemed divided into several portions, 
one of which, on the left side, was depress- 
ed full half an inch ; the others presented an 
uneven surface. There was slight puffiness 
of the scalp over the seat of the injury, on 
the back pat of the head ; besides which 
there was a wound that extended to the 
bone, over the situation of the right frontal 
sinus, occasi by his falling forwards on 
the ground when he received the blow. At 
one o'clock in the afternoon the skin had re- 
gained its natural temperature ; the pulse 
was 60; the pupils dilated, but obedient to 
the stimulus of light. He readily answered 
questions that were put to him, and was even 


house medicine to be taken every two hours, 
A common enema to be administered. Dur- 
ing the operation of venesection the pulse 
increased in volume and frequency, and being 
| again quiet in bed was 90. He expressed 
|himself relieved, and his countenance lost 
duluess which previously characteris- 
it. 

Evening. Great restlessness; counten- 
ance still rather dull and heavy ; face pale ; 
pupils active; head not particularly hot. 
We learn from the nurse that he has been 
occasionally incoherent, though by no means 
insensible ; still answered questions, and ap- 
pealed to the nurse for attention to his wants, 
femperature of skin natural ; pulse variable 
and irregular, at one minute 60, and im the 
next ranging from 80 to 90, having but little 
force, and easily compreseible. Has had one 
copious stool, aud has passed his urine freely. 

27. Continued much as usual the 
night ; he passed two copious stools ; and his 
pulse this morning is 48, full and regular ; 
the pupils are natural, and the patient fre- 
quently sighs. 

Evening. He was bled this afternoon, bus 
| only a few ounces of blood were obtained ; 
| we find him restless, his eyes looking bright, 
and face fiushed : pulse 56. 

28. The patient obtained two or three 


inquisitive respecting surrounding cireum- | hours sleep in the night, but appears very 


stances. The sickness, however, still con- 
tinned. 

With a fracture so extensive, and dejres- 
sion of bone so obvious, not a single symptom 
of compression of the brain was manifest, or 
scareely the ordinary ones of concussion ; 
under such circumstances, Mr. Green did 
not consider himself warranted in perform- 
ing an operation fur raising the depressed 
bone; he therefore directed blood to be 
taken from the arm to the amount of twelve 
ounces. Five grains of calomel to be taken 
immediately, and the spirit wash to be kept 
constantly applied to the head when shaved. 

Evening. The patient has been drowsy 
throughout the day, and apparently sleeping, 
but perfectly sensible when roused. Pulse 
60; skin hot; retching at intervals; passed 
his urine freely ; bowels not moved. 

96. He has been, upon the whole, tolera- 
bly quiet throughout the night, but occasion - 
ally very restless ; the scalp is now much 
swollen, and from this cause the feeling of 
depression of bone not so evident. Com- 
plained of severe pain in his head, to which 
his hand was constantly raised ; sighed fre- 
quently. Talked rather incoherently, but 
auswered questions correctly that were ad- 
dressed to him. -Has not vomited during the 
last four hours ; pulse 40, labouring and op- 
pressed; breathing natural; tongue moist. 
He was again bled to the amount of sixteen 
ounces. Five grains of calomel were order- 


ed to be taken immediately, and a dose of 


restless. Pulse 48, and full; the tongue is. 
moist, and bowels open from the exhibition 
ofan enema. Ile was directed to be bled ta 
the amount of ten ounces. 

Evening. Has been more quiet since the 
venesection ; he is perfectly semsible; the 
temperature of the shin is natural; the pulse 
60, and somewhat wregular. 

29. ‘The expression of countenance this 
morning 1s pertectly natural ; there is no pain 
in the head ; the skin is cool, tongue moist, 
and pulse 60. Ordered to take castor oil oc- 
casionally. 

Oct. 10. From the date of the last report 
the boy has rapidly improved, all the fune- 
tions being naturally performed ; his appetite 
is good, and he is now allowed milk diet, 
which is insufficient to satisfy his cravings, 
The pulse is natural, and there is m9 com- 
plaint of head-ache, even when firmly press- 
ed on at the seat of injury. 

‘Lhe blood did notat any period present the 
appearances of inflammation ; the tongue was 
always moist and clean, and the alvine ex- 
cretions healthy. 

13. The patient is entirely free from any 
disease : we found him this morning playing 
about the ward. 


Mr. Green has undertaken to give a Cli- 
nical Lecture on Tuesdays; aud we now 
find in the surgery a list of the accidents ad- 
mitted into the Hospital. “ It is never too 
late to mend,” saith an old proverb. 
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FRACTURE OF THE RIBS. 


a fall from a scaffold a few 
: viously. On examining into the nature 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. | the accident, the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
ribs were discovered to be fractured near 
CAGE. GP their angles. Their fractured ends havin 

About the middle of the day, on the 29th | heen pushed inward, through the gieteeenl 
of September, a man was brought to this | muscles, pleura costalis, and pulmonalis, 
Hospital by two persons, who stated, that | into the substance of the lungs, the air had 
they bad just detected him in one of the | consequently escaped into the thorax, and 
dark passages of the Clerkenwell Sessions | throngh the pleura and lacerated muscles 
House, attempting to suspend himself from into the cellular tissue on the outside of the 
a large nail, by means of his handkerchief. | chest. The patient at this time complained 
They further stated, that he told them he of considerable tightness of the chest, with 
had taken six pennyworth of arsenic. in chiefly in the situation of the fractures, 
When brought to the Hospital, the man His inspiration was somewhat short and 
was quite unconscious of surrounding objects. rapid ; the pulse was at first weak and con- 
and had completely lost the power of utter- | tracted, but in a very short time became full 
ance. The pulse was frequent and small, and hard. In addition to these symptoms 
and the irides but slightly obedient to light. | he had cough, attended with expectoration, 
The apothecary was sent for, and on! as well as severe pain in the head. The 
his arrrival the stomach pump was ordered | crepitation was for the most part confined 
to be fetched.* An ounce of the subcarbo- | to the integuments covering the left side of 
nate of potash, dissolved in a gallon of water, | the thorax. He was bled by the dresser to 
was injected into the stomach ; during this | eighteen ounces, and at noon he was ordered 
process, the man vomited about three pints | to lose 20 ounces more ; to take a dose of 
of greenish coloured fluid, tinged latterly house medicine occasionally, and to have a 

with blood. Subsequently, a second gallon | handage applied loosely. 
of similar liquid was injected, when the) 23. The blood drawn yesterday had a 
operatives became tited, and the man was | decidedly inflammatory character, and after 
therefore ordered to be placed in Matthew's the abstraction of it, the patient expressed 
Ward, under the care of Dr. Roberts. | himself relieved. He has passed an indif- 
The man continued in an insensible state ferent night, and is much annoyed by a 
till late the same evening, when he awoke | troublesome cough. Pulse quick ; tongue 
out of his lethargic stupor. The fact is, the | slightly coated; bowels open. Ordered to 
man is greatly addicted to drinking, and on be bled to 18 ounces, and to take common 

the day on which he was brought inte the linctus for the mo 
Hospital, was in an extreme state of intox- 24. Noon. Still complains of pain about 
ication ; and whilst in this state of drunk- | the seat of injury, but in a much less degree 
enness, he was discovered attempting than before ; the emphysema has not ex- 
to commit the rash act. It is scarcely ne- | tended beyond its former boundaries. Free 
to add, that on the most careful ex- | from pain in his head, and on the whole ex- 
wmination of the contents of the stomach, presses himself better. Pulse 90, full, and 
no arsenic could be detected. lrather jerking; tongue moist. Ordered to 
The following day the man complained of | fose 18 ounces of blood immediately, and a simi- 
t soreness of the throat, and slight ten- | lar quantity in the evening. 
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rness in the epigastric region, which, by; @5. Has passed a good night, and this 


the usual anti istic measures, have now 
been subdued, and after continuing in the 
Hospital a few days, he was discharged. 
The pumpers ought to have examined the 
fluid brought from the stomach, before per- 
sisting in injecting two gallons of a solution 
of_potash, as the irritation excited by the 
process itself, might have proved fatal. 


CASE OF PRACTURE OF THE FOURTH, PIFTH, 
AND SIXTH RIBS, WITH EMPHYSEMA. 
Arthur P., a stout muscular man, about 57 
years of age, was brought to this Hospital 
early on Friday morning, in consequence of | 


* Twenty minutes ela before the in- 
stroment was used; indeed we never saw 
such inactivity evinced by any set of men, 
as by the apothecary and his assistants. 


morning we find him capable of talking 
cheerfully with a friend. Expresses himself 
free from all pain. Emphysema just the 
same ; expectorates freely ; pulse small and 
jerking, but very compressible. The blood 
drawn yesterday has not the slightest ap- 
pearance of inflammation. 

Mr. Lloyd ordered the patient to lose 
18 ounces of blood, considering (as we 
suppose) the state of the pulse as indicative 
of inflammation, and not resulting from loss 
of blood, or hamorrhagic irritation, as this 
state has been called. The dresser, how- 
ever, perceiving what effect even the loss of 
a few ounces had, desisted from drawing 
any more. About two hours subsequently, 
Mr. Lawrence saw the patient, and con- 
curred with Mr. Lloyd es to the propriety 
of the further abstraction of blood; they 
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The fourth, fifth, and sixth ribs were 
fractured near to their angles; the left 
lung was considerably torn and collapsed, 
and into the left cavity about a pint of 
bloody fluid was found effused. The right 
lung was quite healthy, but appeared very 
ight coloured from the almost total absence 
of blood in it. The left lung sunk on being 
placed im water; it appeared going into a 
state of hepatization. Here and there the 
pleura nalis was detached from the 
lung by means of the extravasated air, and 
presented a tuft-like appearance. 

The vessels about the heart were quite empty, 
neither was there any fibrine found in the ven- 
tricles, the whole organ being of a very pale 
colour. The right cavities bore no propor- 
tion to the left, the former being consider- 
ably larger, and the coats thinner than the 
latter. The liver was of a very light colour. 
The spleen was found to be particularly 
tinged with blood. On removing the skull- 
cap, the dura mater presented a vascular 
appearance; but the pia mater, and the 
substance ef the brain were almost colour- 
less. The man was observed to have a re- 
ducible inguinal hernia on the right side. 


On ‘examining the contents of the sac, it 
was found to be omentum, 


CASK OF STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA, 
RELIEVED BY OPERATION. 

Daniel H., a stout healthy man, 42 years 
of age, was brought to this hospital about 
five o'clock in the afternoon of the 3d of the 
present month, labouring under strangulated 
inguinal hernia on the left side. The man 
was placed in Darker’s Ward, under the 
care of Mr. 

The patient stated that he had been sub- 
ject to hernia for five years, and that he had 
invariably worn a truss until a few days 
since, when it broke, and he had neglected 
to get another, or have the same repaired. 
The hernia came down in a short time after 
the truss was left off ; but it was not until 
yesterday, (Oct. 2,) that any i 
symptoms became ifest ; yesterday about 
one o’clock, p.m., the patient began to grow 
sick, and eventually vomited; subsequently, 
he experienced pain in the upper part of the 

. The patient now grew alarmed ; 
the more so, when he found that he could 
not return the intestine. A medical man, 
in the neighbourhood of Battle Bridge, at 
which place the patient lives, was sent for, 
but did not attend, 

The bowels had not acted since the pre- 
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. The patient continued through 
the night, and up to the time of his ad- 
mission, Oct. 3, without further aggravation 
of symptoms. 

At this time the abdomen was not par- 
ticularly distended ; the man did not com- 
plain of any severe pain; and the vomiting 
had, in a great measure, ceased. 

The patient was placed in a warm bath, 
and the taxis employed, but to no purpose, 
when a messenger was d for Mr. 
Earle ; previous to his arrival, 18 ounces of 
blood were drawn from the arm. 

At half past eight, p m., Mr. Earle ar- 
rived ; and failing to return the gut, he pro- 
ceeded to perform the operation. 

As soon as admitted, 4 grains of calomel 
and 12 grains of jalap were administered, 
and ordered to be repeated every two hours ; 
the man, however, rejected these almost 
immediately ; aperient saline medicine was 
ordered, but none of it was taken. 

Operation. 

The hair having been shaved off the 
pubes, the operator commenced, by making 
a free incision from above the external ab- 
dominal ring, to near the lower part of the 
scrotum ; after which, the layers of fascia 
were carefully dissected through, and the 
sac opened in the usual manner. The 
stricture, which was found to be at the in- 
ternal ring, was divided directly upwards, 
and a knuckle of dark intestine 
was returned. 

Mr. Earle (in this case) took the precau- 
tion of drawing down a small portion of the 
intestine, previous to returning it into the 
cavity of the abdomen, in order to examine 
its condition, which was perfectly healthy. 
In consequence of the extreme depression 
which the patient laboured under after the 
operation, it was deemed prudent to ad- 
minister the following draught to him :— 


Effervescing draught, one and a half grs. ; 

Carbonate of ammonia, 15 grains ; 

Injections were administered, and were re- 
turned, mixed with some feculent matter, 
Continue the pills of cal. and jalap. 

4. Has passed a tolerable night. Towards 
morning, some degree of excitement be- 
came manifest, and 18 ounces of blood were, 
in consequence, drawn from the arm. 

Eleven, a.m., pulse very soft, but fre- 
quent (120). Bowels have been freely re- 
heved. Tongue moist, but coated. Com- 
plains of slight pain in the left iliac region. 
Abdomen soft, and he does not finch on 
pressure being made. Blood drawn yester- 
day, highly cupped and buffed. 

Ordered to be bled in the evening, if 
necessary ; and have leeches applied to the 
seat of pain, 


ceding day. 


\ 
STRANGULA’ 
therefore directed 20 ounces of blood more 
to be drawn. The pulse after this time be- 
came @ mere flutter, and the man only sur- i 
vived a few hours. x 
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5. It wes found to abstract 
blood again last evening; it had not the 
slightest infammatory appearance. He has 
jt Loe night, and is now quite free 

in, Pulse 84; bowels open. 
8. patient has gone on progressive 
improving ; the edges of the wound, whic 
were brought together by three sutures, 
have nearly united, and the ligatures are 
removed 


16. The wound has now com tely heal- 


ed, and, in the course of a few days, he will 
leave the hospital. A truss has been or- 
dered for him. 


CASE OF A YOUNG WOMAN WHO DIED VERY 
SUDDENLY, WHOSE OVARIES WERE FOUND 
TO CONTAIN A CASEOUS KIND OF SUB- 
STANCE, WITH HAIR AND BONE. 

Mary Caughton, aged 22, was admitted 

under the care of Dr. Latham on the v¢d of 

last month. At the time of her admission, 
she stated that she had been married six 

weeks ; she complained of having been ill a 

month, and that her complaints c 1 


Her bowels have been re- 

At present she complains of total loss of 
appetite, and of extreme debility. There is 
an increased heat of surface; the pulse is 
88, and weak ; tongue red at the tip, and up 
the centre smooth and moist. ‘There is a 
slight edema about the ancles, and she oc- 
casionally perspires. further 
of pain on ing made on the epi- 

fer last period. 

25. Somewhat better. Free from pain 
in the epigastric region. Tongue still red 
at the tip, and down the centre ; bowels 
have not been relieved since yesterday ; 

9@. Ordered to toke hulf an ounce of 
castor oil, and five grains of quicksilver, with 
chatk, night and morning. 

26. This morning she was induced to 
get up, but shortly afterwards became very 
giddy, and complained of great weakness ; 
pulse 124, and very feeble ; was advised to 
go to bed again, and afterwards expressed 
herself as being much better. 

At 2 o'clock a. m. she started up in her 
sleep, and complained of great pain in the 
situation of the heart and bowels, which was 
relieved by pressure; the extremities were 
cold, and she complained subsequently of 
being somewhat faint. Some water was 
given, which seemed partially to revive her; 
shortly afterwards the spasm again returned 


A CASEOUS SUBSTANCE FOUND IN THE OVARIES. 


with renewed violence, and continued, al- 
though considerably mitigated, until five 
o'clock, when she expired. She was per- 
fectly collected to the last. The apothecary 
continued with her, oecasionally adminis- 
tering stimuli, up to the time of her de- 
cease. 
Dissection. 

The body was but little emaciated ; skin 
remarkably white. 

Brain —The meninges were of the ordi- 
nary appearance, and the organ itself, with 
the exception of a small quantity of effused 
fluid at its base, presented no morbid con- 


dition. 
Lungs quite healthy, as were the whole 
of the a inal viscera, with the excep- 


tion of the spleen, which was very 
coloured, and in a soft and flabby state. 

The heart and large vessels were quite 
free from disease ; the aorta was somewhat 
smaller than ordinary. 

The remains of the hymen were quite ap- 
parent. There was an increase of vascula- 
rity about the fundus of the uterus, the in- 
ternal surface being covered by a small 
quantity of gelatinous or glary kind of se- 
cretion, cervix uteri remained un- 
closed. A tumour, the size of a hen’s egg, 
occupied the situation of the right ovary. 
On opening it some air escaped. The sides 
of the cyst being turned down, a tumour 
retaining the same form was left adherent at 
its inferior surface, by a small and narrow 
pecuncle. It had a dirty white appearance, 
somewhat approaching to yellow, and of a 
soft caseous consistence in it; hair of a 
light colour was intimately blended. On 
scraping off this substance, a sort of nucleus 
was discovered, surrounded by a dense and 
fibrous matter, and within this was a por- 
tion of bone, about the size of a crown of a 
hicusped tooth, and in density and white- 
ness very much resembling it. 

The ovary on the left side was sound ; in 
it were several cysts, the size of a large pea, 
which were filled by a transparent. uid, 
Attached to this ovary, and indeed a prolon- 
gation of it, was a tumour, not quite so large 
as the corresponding one, contaming a simi- 
lar kind of formation, with the exception, 
however, of some fluid, which escaped on 
its being opened. 

We regret to say, this examination was not 
made under water, as it ought to have been. 

The fallopian tubes were not examined. 
This is a strange case ; the patient appeared 
to slip through the fingers of the medical 
officers, leaving thew all in astonishment. 
The symptoms should have been more care- 
fully watched. We think the woman !a- 
boured under metritis, but the organic lesion 


does not appear satisfactorily to account for 
the fatal termination of the case. 
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# with faintness and shivering, with loss of 

ag strength and appetite. A fortnight since 

y f her left leg became swollen, and continued 
tT so for four successive days, at the expira- 

a tion of which time the swelling subsided, 

a, and the other leg became affected in the ; 
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